B0 N T E"N T £

Editorial ....2

You touched my life... thanByou

4Fr Raminedi raju - Biodhita
- Message of the New Proviri@l

o

Interview with Fr Noel.12

]
~Interview with Fr Balarafli6  ......

]
=]

Fr Noel - Growth of the Proii@&e

" Felicitations 21...

(o
L&}

- Celebrating gratitude and. =~ " &%
Efzontinpd growth.....22

o
o
&
2]

naﬂﬁ'h.

e Ll




Remembering the past with

gratitude and looking into
the future with hope...

An era has come to an end, while
another is dawning on with lot of
hopes and expectations, in the history
of the Province of St. Joseph,
Hyderabad. We are grateful to God,
Don Bosco and Fr Maddhichetty Noel,
for guiding the province in the past six
years. Among other things, Fr Noel, will
be remembered for the multifarious
expansion of Province during his tenure as the
Provincial. There have been many creative
interventions initiated to address the needs of the young
in the Province. Now the mantle is passed on to Fr. Raminedi Balaraju, the
new Provincial. As he takes upto lead, let us pledge our support that he may
assist the Province in carrying forward the legacy of Don Bosco in our land.

Traditionally a leader was seen as the one ‘who makes things happen, by
directing people and resources towards certain goals.” Buttoday, a leader is
seen as the one who empowers the individuals to become leaders and
facilitates them to give their best.

Once a noted conductor in his interview said that a good conductor is not
the one who controls the symphony but the one who leaves room for creativity
that the geniuses in the orchestra would bring to the symphony . Transgressing
the score sheets, a good conductor facilitates the geniuses to bring-out
their best.

Best results come not from what a leader imposes, but from what a leader
facilities to emerge. As we welcome Fr. Balaraju our new provincial, we
hope he will assume the role of a conductor of an orchestra, facilitating the
confreres to give their best in our mission to the young.

Thathireddy sdb
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MY LIFE,
THANK YOU...

(An excerpt from the last circular of
Fr Maddhichetty Noel as the prov incial)

Dear confreres, | am moved by a deep sense
of thankfulness to God, who has been faithful
in helping me fulfil the task, which He
entrusted to me.

At times, towards the end of Don Bosco’ s life,
e he spent long hours celebrating the Holy
2 ! Eucharist and his eyes were often filled with
tears. Explaining about these moments Don
Bosco would say“l was moved with an intense
sense of gratitude for the wonders and marvels
God and Mary Help of Christians have done
through me to the congregation.” In my humble
. way | would testify to the same feelings as to
. ]L how God and our Blessed Mother have guided
" me in all what | have done in the past six years.
Now it is a moment of counting the blessings,
the Lord has showered on the Province and
testify to His unconditional love and
faithfulness.

We are all consciously involved in the process
of knowing, loving and imitating our Father
and founder, Don Bosco. Rersonally | see

in our beloved Rector Major, Fr Pascual
Chavez a living model of one who
knows, loves and imitates Don
Bosco. He unceasingly
leads us in the spirit
of Don Bosco, in
the path of

1
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Holiness. It is he who entrusted to me
this prime task and stood by me through
his timely guidance, encouraging support
and fraternal prayers. Though the
moments | met him personally were very
few, | could always feel his proximate

enlivening presence. His visits and
focused animation along with the past and

present members of the general council
were moments of enthusiasm and
reinforcing the gift of our Salesian

vocation. | sincerely thank our R ector
Major for his generous support. | express
my sincere sentiments of gratitude to Fr

Joaquim D’Souza and Fr MariaArokiam
Kanaga, our Regional Councillors who
accompanied me closely during these past
years. | acknowledge with gratitude the

unfailing constant support of the

members of the General council
collectively and individually , especially
those who visited our province.

I would like to place on record a debt of
gratitude to the two former P rovincials
of our Province: our first P rovincial and
pioneer Fr Benjamin Puthota, whose
recent sudden demise sunk us in deep
sorrow and Fr Medabalimi Balaswamy
who toiled hard to lay the foundation and
consolidated our Province in a short span
of twelve years.

In the past six years of animation and
administration of the P rovince, | would
say | counted on my close collaborators:
the Provincial Council. The two Vice
Provincials, Fr Kondaveeti Rajanna and
Fr Raminedi Balaraju, and the two
Economers, FrThekkekara Antony and Fr
Thottiyil Thomas, were my closest
collaborators. The other Provincial
councillors too ably carried out their

respective roles and supported me in
shouldering various responsibilities of
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animation and administration in the
Province. | thank them all for making the
council meetings, held practically every
month, moments of meaningful prayer ,
discernment, decision making, fraternal
communion, joy and humour. The growth
we have witnessed is the fruit of these
meetings and discussions. | thank Fr Simon
Manjooran, Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar and
Fr Raminedi Balaraju who were part time
secretaries for their committed service.

| express my appreciation and thanks to
Br Vincent Castilino, who with his
multifarious abilities shared much of my
official work. The provincial secretaries,
who served the Province during my
tenure, made my job much easier and
lighter.

We have many exemplary senior
confreres, the Rectors and leaders of
communities whom | thank in a special
way for their commitment and readiness
to serve. Needless to say most of them,
due to paucity of personnel in the
communities, have held various tasks and
have made efforts in the communities to
lead and animate in the Salesian way. My
sincere thanks for the great cooperation
and support | received from each and
every confrere of this P rovince.

As | already recorded in the report of the
state of Province (during the PC7), the
Province is what it is today due to the
collective effort of every confrere.  Your
dedication and spirit of faith have often
made me feel smallin front of you. | often
felt unworthy of the trust you placed in
me. Most of you made my task of assigning
the apostolic ministries as a pleasant one.
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Thanks to each one of you for your
generous availability, willingness to work
zealously and readiness to sacrifice
yourselves selflessly.

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground it does not bear fruit. | recall with
affection and a sense of gratitude those
confreres of our Province who have laid
down their lives, after their dedicated
service. May God grant Fr \arricatt John,
Br Gabriel Fernandez and Fr Benjamin
Puthota eternal rest and may they
intercede for us from their heavenly
abode.

The Provincial chapters V and VI set the
priorities for growth and development of
the life and mission of the P rovince. The
Provincial level animation programmes,




Provincial visitations, the animation by
the Provincial commissions and animation
centres (BIRDY PARA, BOSCAASHRAM,
DHISHA, BIRD, DB DIGITS) of the®ince
have certainly contributed to the growth

of the Province.

Though the financial resources were
scarce in the province, | can firmly
ascertain that Divine P rovidence has been
always very generous in providing timely
resources to realize all our interventions
for the cause of the poor youth. The
prolific development by way of
establishing required infrastructure for
offering various services in many sectors
was ably facilitated to a large extent by
Bosco Seva kKndra (BSK) and with the
initiatives of individual confreres. Thanks
to the committed and dynamic services
of Fr Thekkekara Antony and Fr
Bellamkonda Sudhakar| acknowledge our
indebtedness to them and many other
confreres for the vital role they have
played in all the works of our P rovince. |
would like to acknowledge with thanks
our good benefactors who have been
consistently supporting us. Furthermore,
during the years of my stay in the
Provincial house, all the confreres of the
Provincial House have been a great
support for me in a special way . | also
remember with gratitude all the office
and domestic staff.

The oft spoken topic today is Networking.
We have been beneficiaries of networking
in the international level with the Salesian

Congregation which is part of the vast
movement of the Salesian Family in the

world. In the national and P rovince level
there are many individuals and
institutions who in very many ways form
part of our P rovince and who have stood
by and collaborated with us especially in
our apostolate during these six-years: the
members of the SPCSA especially the
Provincials, the members of the Salesian
family especially the FMA and MSMHC
Sisters, the co-operators and

the past pupils, the staff

of our communities and

apostolic projects,

the resource

persons who

have animated

us on various

occasions

and various

NGOs and

Government

Organizations.

There are

many more

who  have

b e e n

supporting us

with their

valuable prayers.

Let us reach out and

enhance this network of

relationships so that we can

have a greater impact on the society

to touch lives of many more young people
who need our meaningful and efficacious
presence.

Six years ago we envisaged to build and
uphold the good of the individual
confreres, to make every community a
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place of communion and centre of
salvation for the young and the P rovince
as a movement of the young with Gospel
values. | am aware, though much has
been done in this perspective, we have
not fully succeeded. | deeply regret and
apologize if | have hurt any of you
knowingly or unknowingly in my dealings
with you while fulfilling the task
which was entrusted to me. |
sincerely affirm that | do
not hold any grudge
against any of you.

My special

thanks to all

who prayed

for the well

being of the

Province

during the

past  six

years. I

mention it

h e r e

specially

remembering

many persons

who assured me

their daily prayers. |

know prayers have

worked wonders, especially

in  moments of grave

difficulties. | have felt the power of

prayer and | can bear witness to this
concretely. | trust these prayers will
continue to help us all stay on the right
course and be attuned to our Divine call.

There is the story of a young boy who
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loved his jeans. He would not part with
it even though it was old and mended
many times by his mother. One day the
mother found to her surprise, her son
wearing the same pants with a big patch,
and the words “Thank you Mom” stitched
on it. Reflecting this story in my life, |
have done all | could, with my limitations,
to reach out to you, but | do not know if

| have touched your lives. On the other
hand, dear confreres | thank each and
everyone you, for certainly you have
touched my life and | feel honoured.

As | conclude, | feel happy and confident
about the future of the P rovince. God who
has called us, is always faithful; He will
work wonders if we allow Him to work
through us. Only being in His presence,
discerning His ways day after day will help
us march ahead confidently in the face
of doubts and trials. Mary Help of
Christians, St Joseph, the beloved patron
of our Province and Don Bosco are our
models; we need to continue to emulate
them in our pilgrimage of Salesian
holiness for the salvation of the young.

Our Province has been growing from
strength to strength in all the dimensions
of its life and mission. W e all need to
believe in a glorious and bright future
ahead and make it a reality . We are sons
of a Divine Dreamer. Let us dream and
make real a united, vibrant and
committed P rovince which will continue
the legacy of Don Bosco, as a prophecy
for thousands of young people.

- Fr Maddhichetty Noel sdb




Fr Raminedi Balaraju

—# Bjodata #*—
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—=a Responsibilities #—

1995-1997

1997-1998

1998-2004

2006—-2007

2007-2010

2010-2016

Administrator /
Asst. Parish Priest

Administrator /
Asst. Parish Priest /
Principal

Vice Rector /
Principal-ITI / Manager

Vice Rector /
Province Secretary

Vice Provincial /
Rector

Provincial

St Michael's Boys'
Home, Guntur

St Michael's Boys'
Home, Guntur

St Anthony's ITl,
Kadapa

Provincial House,
Hyderabad

Provincial House,
Hyderabad

Provincial House,
Hyderabad

— He has been the head of the Youth Pastoral Commission since 2007

— He has been the head of the Salesian Family Commission since 2008

— He was also the Moderator of the Provincial Chapter VI
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M essage of the
New Provincial

(an etract from his talk on the
day of his installation)

Dear friends !

...my heartis full of gratitude... these days
the word | used most is ‘Thank you'..... I
really feel the closeness of all of you,
your compliments and prayers.

When | was in the 3™ or 4™ class, my
Bishop, late Rev. Rajappa visited my
village. As a boy | admired his eloquence
in preaching. As a young boy | went to
him and asked him My Lord | want to
become a priest. "You are too small, Go
and play.. Go...don't think about it !" W ith
that | forgot everything.

As a boy after my 5™ class | was playing
under a tree with some of my friends and
the Parish Priest called for me. | rushed
to him. He told me to go to Cuddapah,
which is about 350 kilometers from my
Parish to study and learn a trade with
the Salesians. That is how | joined the
Salesain house at Cuddapah in 1978. It is
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there that | saw and experienced
the Salesian Valdocco. The
friendly and fatherly approach of
the great Salesians attracted me
to the Salesian life instantly . |
remember with gratitude my first
rector Fr M.A. Jacob, Fr
Yeddanapalli Selvaraj my second
Rector and vocation promoter
who nurtured my vocation and Fr
Maddhichetty Michael who was
my Rector for three months, who
was very exemplary to us. They
really made Salesian life so
enticing that | could resist joining
the aspirantate.

The Rector Major on 23" of
December 2009 called me and
said that the congregation

wanted this service from me for

the Province. With great
confidence in Christ, our Blessed
Mother and our dear father Don
Bosco, | accepted this
responsibility with obedience,

faith and gratitude.

May the motto of Don Bosco,
“Give me souls and take away the
rest” inspire all of us to live as
true Disciples of Christ.

| conclude with the words of Don
Bosco, which are very dear to us.
“That you are young is enough to
make me love you very much.”

- Fr Raminedi Balar aju sdb



Fr Maddhichetty Noel
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Congratulations to you Fr Noel, as you have successfully completed six years of
leadership.

1.

Looking back, did you have any apprehensions when you first took up the
task of leading the Prov ince?

Since | was the Mce-provincial at the time of my appointment, | knew the
Province well. That was a great consolation. All the same, anyone who takes
up a major responsibility will have apprehensions. But trusting in God | accepted
to lead the Province. It was not because of my merit that | overcame those
apprehensions. | saw Gods hand in everything | did and He guided me through.

Was it a smooth sail?

Life has ups and downs. There are tranquil and calm moments and also stormy
and anxious moments like in the sea. Frankly, six years passed by so quickly |
did have a rather smooth sail, but there were also moments of anxiety . Some
moments were so difficult that | felt as if there was no way out. When | went
through those moments, | saw God’s hand that always showed me a way out.
Secondly | could count on the support of many confreres. Their commitment,
hard work, and the love for Don Bosco made my work easy.

Can you think of any glorious moments in the past six years?

Yes. When the Rector Major visited the P rovince, the confreres manifested a

great sense of unity and brotherhood. | was happy to see the belongingness of
the confreres to the P rovince and the congregation. | consider also the previous

two Provincial Chapters as grace-filled and glorious moments. The confreres
sat together as brothers and interacted frankly , for the good of

the Province. Every time we initiated a new presence

for the poor, it was a glorious moment: the

generous availability of the confreres,

the support of the neighbourhood

and the concern of the

whole Province for the

poor. Therefore

every new

presence was

a glorious

moment.
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Did you have any storms along the way?

Yes. One great tragedy that struck me personally was the loss of my brother .
It affected even my functioning as the P rovincial to a certain extent. He was
really a brilliant Salesian and a great loss to the P rovince of Trichy and the
congregation. Secondly, | was unhappy to hear certain baseless accusations,
aimed at maligning the name of the confreres.

If my perception of the Prov ince is right, in the past few years, we have
excelled in our work for the street children, lot of new initiatives were

taken towards higher education, work for tribals, etc. In your interv iew
soon after the Prov incial Chapter VII, you said that we have grown from
strength to strength. Could you enumer ate?

I would like to enumerate sector-wise. Missions: Being a missionary Rovince,
we have given emphasis on the faith education of the young. W e have started
new presences in Kollapur and in Orissa. In the existing missions, many chapels
were built, there was a special raise in the salaries of the catechists. Confreres
were given opportunities to update themselves to be more effective in the
missions.

Empowerment of the young: We have created a good network of YaR centres.
We have three major centres and a network of six other shelters built to
facilitate the first contact of the children. Many new services are added in
the YaR sector

@ Missing child search (website)
%) Interventions in the Juvenile Justice Sector

%] JJ Act: We contributed to the
amendment of the JJ Act and we have a desk
at Vijayawada that follows up the
implementation of the
amendments

%) We have many
child friendly
institutions
throughout
Andhra

Pradesh
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Our province is well known in South Asia for its work for the Young at Risk.

Job placement and career guidance: After the 6 " Provincial Chapter and
its deliberations, career guidance was given priority . DHISHAwas set up
and it has two offices, one in Hyderabad and the other in Guntur . We are
also starting a Human Resources Development Centre at Gagillapuram that
will facilitate the young to acquire skills and get jobs.

We have given thrust to Higher Education in the province. W e have the
higher education facilities at Nalgonda and P eddaboddepalli. We hope that
the establishment at Boddepalli becomes a centre for higher education
catering to the tribal and marginalized youth.

The long pending need of the province to have a communication
department with a confrere full-time in charge has been materialized. DB
Pravahini, the province communication department will coordinate DB
DIGITS, Rinting and Publications, Sankeerthana, etc. The communication
department of the P rovince will also provide media animation courses in
the Province. It will be the media arm of the P rovince that will support
other Provincial commissions.

The communities have acquired a planning mentality to a great extent.
There is a greater regularity in preparing the community project of life,
educative pastoral plan and the financial plan.

There was consider able
expansion. What was the
motivating factor?

If there was a considerable
expansion, the motivating factors
were the exhortations of the
previous Chapters. They were the
decisions taken by the Province
and | did my best to execute them
with the help of the confreres.

In the past few years, there was
very minimal growth in the
number of confreres in the
Province. Do you think of any
factors that prevented the
growth in numbers?

One reason was the motivation
factor of the candidates who
entered the congregation.
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For 9 years we did not have a full time vocation promoter . We did not get
many vocations entering our aspirantate or pre-novitiate.

Some unhealthy situations which were blown out of proportion also created
a non-conducive situation for nurturing and accompaniment of candidates
who joined us.

Vocation promotion was left to an individual confrere.  The confreres and
communities did not make sufficient effort to make a vocation proposal to
the young who are in our own settings.

Last reason is that there is a global crisis in vocations to religious life.
Therefore, we too are affected to a large extent.

You have sent many confreres for further studies. What was the
philosophy behind it?

When | took up as Provincial, | felt that qualitative and quantitative
consistency was lacking in the Province. To enhance the quality of the
confreres, it was thought necessary to send them for qualification in various
sectors, also with the intention of preparing future animators of the
communities and the Province. Exposure to different cultures also opens
the horizon of the thinking of the confreres which will eventually bring in
broader perspectives in the P rovince.

9.  Finally, what are your impressions
about our Prov ince? What is your
message for the new Prov incial and the
confreres?

There is a cordial sense of understanding
and communion among the confreres at
the Provincial level. The fraternal bonds
are stronger. The challenge was to build
confreres in all dimensions in all
capacities and aspects, to build
communities which will bring about
movements of young people to transform
the society with gospel values and create
a better world. | feel all of us have
worked together and reached to a certain
extent those targets although still there
is a long way to go. That would be my
wish for the new provincial. | am sure,
inspired by Don Bosco and with our
collaboration, he will be able to take
forward our Province to greater heights
of synergy.
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Fr . Noel

Various Responsibilities and services he rendered ©
the province of &. Joseph, Hyderabad.

1989-1992 Don Bosco, Gunadala Dean of Studies /
\Vocation Promoter

1992-1995 UPS, RPme Studies in Youth Pastoral
1995-1997 St Paul's, Nuzvid Rector

1997-1998 St John's, Kondadaba Vice Rector / P rincipal
1998-1999 BIRDYHyderabad Youth Animation
1999-2000 DBNJ, Hyderabad Director

2000-2001 Provincial House, Hyderabad Rector
2001-2004 Provincial House, Hyderabad Vice Provincial / R ector

2004-2010 Provincial House, Hyderabad Provincial
r He headed the Education & r He held the responsibility of the

Culture Commission of the Youth Pastoral Commission for
Province from 1995 to 1998. four years (2000-2004).

r He pioneered the street r Moving beyond the Salesian
childrens’ work in the city of circles, he was also the Regional
Hyderabad/Secunderabad in President of the CRI (AP Region)
1999. since 2007.

r Hewasin-charge of Formation & r  The President of the Hyderabad
worked as the Vocation Promoter Don Bosco Society and the
of the Province for a year Development Office of the
(2000-2001). Salesian Rovince, Bosco Seva

Kendra (BSK)
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Expansion during his tnure as the provincial

S.No. Name of the House No. of Year of

Confrers Establishment

1 DB Reddaboddealli 3 2005
2 St Francis Xavier's Rrish, Borabanda 2 2007
3 DBAcademy Nalgonda 3 2008
4 St. Mary’s School, Kollapur 2 2009
5 DB Nava Nirman, Muniguda 3 2010

Significant improvements and renovations

r Don Bosco School (English r DBDIGITS

Medium) - Punganur r  Sankeerthana
r DB Ravahini

r Ekalavya Training centre -
r DB Navajeevan — \zag Ravulapalem

r DB Navajeevan — Ongole
r DB Navajeevan — Vdrrangal

r Don Bosco Human Rsource r Don Bosco Pess - Ramanthapur

De"e"?lpme“t and Training Centre | 1 Tach India (Office Setting) —
— Gagilapuram Hyderabad

r DB Navajeevan — Kimool r  BIRD (Rnovation) — Guntur
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DHISHAHyderabad, Vijayawada, Guntur, Vizag and Mairapuram)

Tsunami Education Rrojects (4 districts : P rakasam, Nellore, Kirshna and
East Godavari)

Children Parliaments (2 districts: P rakasam and Nellore)

Water and Sanitation Project (3 mandals in Prakasam District:
Kothpatanam, Vetapalem and Singaraikonda)

Programme Project (11 communities: BSK, DHISHA, FARA, PTParru,
Punganur Wyra, Mariapuram, Kadapa, Guntur, Ongole and Kurnool)

DB Tech India Project (8 communities: Kadapa, Guntur , Mariapuram,
Ongole, Hyderabad, Vijayawada, Vizag and Kurnool)

SMM (VBmen's Self Help Group) — lRzzonipet
Rainwater Harvesting Projects (11 communities)

Sponsorship Pogrammes

Special Edition February 2010



IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.‘ “IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

QEpEEEEEEEEEEEER®
eI EEEEEEEEEEEENy

lIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII" ‘.lllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
Most Rev Marampudi Joji, the Archbishop of F Maria Arokiam, the &jional Coundor for South Asia,»@resse
Hyderabad felicitates the out-going Provincial gratitude o F. Noel br leading the Proine dficiertly in the st

six yars and welomes the nev Pravincial, [ Balaraju, avising

Fr Noel and the new Provincial Fr Balaraju. .
him to be another Don Boscafter the eample of Don Rua.
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Fr Maria Arokiam, presents a relic of Don Rua to Fr Balaraju.
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Fr Jose D. Maliekal welcomes the new provincial on Fr K. M. Sebastian expresses gratitude to Fr. Noel on behalf of
behalf of the confreres of the P rovince, exhorting him the Province. He lauds Fr Noel for encouraging young
to be person oriented in his leadership in building the confreres to take up the responsibility of leading the various
Province. communities and thanks him for the initiatives in the

expansion of the Province.
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