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€Fratelli tutti • ‚ Fraternity and Social Friendship
The global, deadly and multi -faceted Covid-19 has significantly altered the way we live and act.
Even as we continue to be confronted with the spread of the virus leading to the second and the
third wave forcing several countries to impose restrictions and lockdowns again, we are trying to
find our way out of this labyrinth of disruption, di stress, chaos and uncertainty. It has been a long
wait stretching over ten months. The humanity has suffered pain, misery and immense
devastation. This pandemic has also given rise to a deeper reflection on the way we have been
living. It has penetrated to our consciences beckoning us to recognize the need of the other
person and reach out to him or her through selfless service. Pope Francis continues to surprise the
world through his prophetic life, gestures, exhortations and teachings. Through the new
encyclical, €Fratelli Tutti • which he signed on 3 October 2020 on the tomb of St Francis of Assisi,
he invites the entire world to build a more just, peaceful and inclusive post Covid -19 world that
reflects greater fraternity and social friendship.

The encyclical, €Fratelli Tutti€ takes its inspiration from the €Document on Human Fraternity•
signed in Abu Dhabi in 2019. We are invited to prepare a more fraternal post -Covid-19 world. In
the wake of this pandemic , new forms of poverty, discrimination and i nequalities are emerging.
How do we weather this storm? There is certainly a silver lining. Pope Francis invites the Church
and the world to realize the power of solidarity and fraternity, and offers the establishment of a
trajectory on the steps to be tak en for common good. Here I would like to present a brief
summary of the document. However I invite you to read the entire encyclical. The 287 -paragraph
encyclical that is divided into eight chapters is a practical itinerary of our journey as humanity.
The title of the encyclical is borrowed from St Francis of Assisi•s €Admonitions• that encouraged
his brothers and sisters to live a life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. Covid-19 has proved
that we are connected intrinsically.  No one can live his/her lif e in isolation. All of us have to
dream as a single human family (1).

Chapter One ‚ Dark Clouds Over a Closed World
In the first chapter, Pope Francis draws our attention to the crises and the distortions of our
contemporary world. On the one hand we have the deformation of the concepts such as freedom,
justice, equality, democracy, human rights and dignity, etc.; on the other hand, we are
confronted with a culture of waste, selfishness, racism, extreme poverty, trafficking, modern
slavery, etc., (10 -24). He explains, ‚ Our own days, however, seem to be showing signs of a
certain regression. Ancient conflicts thought long buried are breaking out anew, while instances
of a myopic, extremist, resentful and aggressive nationalism are on the rise. In some countr ies, a
concept of popular and national unity influenced by various ideologies is creating new forms of
selfishness and a loss of the social sense under the guise of defending national interests (11). The
Pope condemns the divisive politics that have promote d a €culture of walls•.


