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Dear Confreres,
Greetings of peace and joy from Don Bosco Provincial House,
Hyderabad! In view of the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco in 2015, I
would like to present in this Circular, the animation material that was
offered to the GC 27 members. Kindly read it in the community and make
use of it.
The story of the beginnings: industrious poverty, trust in God and
fervent charity
The Memoirs of the Oratory is no mere chronicle of events but a
spiritual and charismatic testament drawn up in narrative form. Through
this retelling of situations, people and particular events, carefully selected
and linked to one another in a plot, Don Bosco is revealing to us his inner
journey which led him to carry out his Oratory - mission, following the call
he had received. Through this act of recall the Saint is also passing on to
his beloved sons – “Salesians” - a view of the features which ought to
characterise the Salesian spiritual identity. He does this when talking of key
occasions and moments of transition along his journey of formation and of
some important people in his formation who were living embodiments of the
typical attitudes and virtues of the ideal and model Salesian.
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1. The school of life and his mother’s example
It is interesting to note that every example of the educator and pastor
described in the Memoirs of the Oratory, even if only fleetingly, has some
typical feature of the notion Don Bosco had of the Salesian. We see it right
from the opening lines when he writes of his parents: “They were farmers,
who made their living by hard work and thrifty use of what little they had”.
It is not hard to understand how the combination of “hard work and thrifty
use” mirrors the Salesian motto “Work and Temperance”, which starting
from the time he was putting the Memoirs together (1873-1875) Don Bosco
was insisting on all the time. Similarly, describing the death of his father,
Francis – “actively interested in promoting a good Christian upbringing of
his offspring” – informs us that he died “recommending to my mother
confidence in God”. This is a neat summary of the essential elements which
make up the Salesian spirituality: a family where through work, a thrifty
lifestyle and confidence in God, we are fervently consecrated to the
Christian upbringing of the young.
Immediately, in the story of the Memoirs he recalls the everyday
experience of poverty, a tough life of struggle and hard work. There are the
especially dramatic months of famine in 1817. Don Bosco notes people lying
dead in the fields, “their mouths full of grass”, the time when all food stocks
had run out, the frantic and unsuccessful search for something to feed
themselves with:
“We were all in panic.. My mother, not allowing herself to be
discouraged, went round to the neighbours to try to borrow some food. She
did not find anyone able to help – "My dying husband”, she told us, "said I
must have confidence in God. Let's kneel then and pray". After a brief
prayer she got up and said, "Drastic circumstances demand drastic means".
Then she went to the stable and helped by a Mr Cavallo, she killed a calf.
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Part of that calf was cooked immediately and the worst of the family's
hunger satisfied. In the days that followed, cereals bought at a very high
price from more distant places enabled us to survive.
“Anyone can imagine how much my mother worked and suffered in
that disastrous year. The critical lack of wheat supplies was overcome by
constant hard work, by continuous thrift, by attention to the smallest
details and by occasional providential help”.
Don Bosco gives plenty of space to all this to emphasise his mother’s
exemplary role, her courage, practical patience, her resourcefulness and
hard work. But he especially wants to bring to the foreground God’s
providential presence, which Margaret’s trusting confidence had taught him
to see as active and at work in the day to day events. As a child John learns
from faith that there is an inseparable link between our fragile humanity
and the merciful and provident love of our Father in heaven. He learns from
experience that trust in God is never in vain, even at the most desperate
moments, if joined to responsible effort, self-sacrifice and a hard-working,
thrifty lifestyle.
Anyone who understands Don Bosco’s personality sees in these
narrations a way of seeing and sensing things, something that is typically
‘him’. Carrying out his own mission, faced with life’s challenges, he always
maintained this inner calm (“let nothing disturb you”) which was the result
of faith and hope but where he also sought a solution. Then entrusting
himself to Providence and with the courage that comes from faith, he made
the necessary decisions, including the “drastic” ones, sometimes tackling
their consequences in everyday life with fortitude and a spirit of sacrifice,
tireless work and a very sparing lifestyle. The story then aims to attribute
to Margaret the origins of a spiritual and practical approach which is one of
the dynamic factors in the historical success of Don Bosco and his work.
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It is true that we find this sort of thing in all strong-willed and
enterprising people by their very nature. The difference is the outlook of
faith and complete offering of self inspired by charity:
“When that terrible scarcity was over and matters at home had
improved, a convenient marriage alliance was proposed to my mother.
However she repeated again and again, "God gave me a husband and God
has taken him away. With his death the Lord put three sons under my care.
I would be a cruel mother to abandon them when they need me most.” On
being told that her sons could be entrusted to a good guardian who would
look after them, she merely replied, "A guardian could only be their friend,
but I am a mother to these sons of mine. All the gold in the world could
never make me abandon them”.
2. The Christian educator’s dedication
Here we see emerging the high ideal of the educator as an individual
moved by love, totally consecrated to looking after those whom he (or she) is
to educate, ready to put aside any personal advantage, not interested in
personal gain but also attentive and industrious where the task is
concerned, a keen witness to the very values he or she is teaching. Margaret
is an icon of all this:
“Her greatest care was given to instructing her sons in their religion,
making them value obedience, and keeping them busy with tasks suited to
their age. When I was still very small, she herself taught me to pray …. I
remember well how she herself prepared me for my first confession. She
took me to church, made her own confession first and then presented me to
the confessor. Afterwards, she helped me to make my thanksgiving. She
continued to do this until I reached the age when she judged that I was able
to use the sacrament well on my own”.
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Don Bosco’s language takes on more intimate nuances in what follows
where he talks about his first Communion. We see Margaret giving special
care to this. As we know from the other things he wrote, this was an event
which shaped his life. For him it was not just an essential step in Christian
initiation, a favourable circumstance for gaining necessary understanding of
enlightened faith or a privileged occasion for ethical formation.
First Communion is seen in terms of formation and spirituality: a
special religious experience for bringing the child to a point of personally
accepting the values of faith, leading him to a first conscious conversion of
heart to God and introducing him to the dynamics of interior life. Don
Bosco highlights his mother’s educational wisdom in leading him to an
understanding of the Eucharist as a mystery, preparing him for a good and
sincere examination of conscience with a promise to improve. In particular
he reveals her educational strategies for setting up a suitable inner
atmosphere and for giving the whole event an unusual solemnity. Here we
pick up one of the features of loving, attentive accompaniment and clever
educational resourcefulness:
“My mother coached me for days and brought me to confession three
times during the Lent… At home, she saw to it that I said my prayers and
read good books; and she always came up with the advice which a diligent
mother knows how to give her children. On the morning of my first
communion, my mother did not permit me to speak to anyone. She
accompanied me to the altar and together we made our preparation and
thanksgiving …”
“It was my mother's wish for that day that I should refrain from
manual work. Instead, she kept me occupied reading and praying. Amongst
the many things that my mother repeated to me many times was this: “My
dear son, this is a great day for you. I am convinced that God has really
5
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taken possession of your heart. Now promise Him to be good as long as you
live. Go to communion frequently in the future, but beware of sacrilege.
Always be frank in confession, be obedient always, go willingly to
catechism and sermons. But for the love of God, avoid like the plague those
who indulge in bad talk”.
I treasured my mother's advice and tried to carry it out. I think that
from that day on there was some improvement in my life, especially in the
matter of obedience and submission to others. It was not easy for me to be
submissive because I liked to do things my way and follow my own childish
whims rather than listen to those who gave me advice or told me what to
do.
The story’s intensity returns to this atmosphere of spiritual intimacy
between mother and son, and highlights spiritual features which were dear
to the Saint’s spiritual pedagogy – constant recommendations for a sincere
confession, contrition and good resolutions – and he loads the event with a
message that goes beyond the simple recall of a personal event. We find
parallel texts in other writings by Don Bosco – the lives of Dominic Savio
and Francis Besucco ... But there the focus is on the exemplary nature of
the boys concerned.
Here the emphasis is on the formative role played by his mother, who
becomes a symbol of personal accompaniment and Salesian spiritual
conduct. Here she is setting up an educational relationship which is able to
establish, through reason, religion and loving kindness, an intense flow of
communication which reaches out to her son’s mind, heart and
conscience. The pedagogical art borders on the terrain of spiritual
mystagogy and personal testimony. ( to be Continued...)
Here are the Spiritual Portraits of the Blessed members of the
Salesian Family whom we commemorate in this month.
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Bl. Augustus Czaryoryski
Augustus Czartoryski was born on 2nd Aug 1858 in a Royal Polish
family. He was the first, young Salesian priest to die in the order of sanctity.
Even though he died early at the age of 34, he was a witness of holiness of
life – a most precious gift to the young.
He met Don Bosco for the first time in 1883 when he celebrated Holy
Mass in the private chapel at Lambert Palace. Augustus was won over by
Don Bosco’s holiness. He wanted by all means to be a Salesian. In spite of
several obstacles both from the family and the reluctance of Don Bosco to
accept him, he finally made his first profession in 1888. He was ordained a
priest in 1892. His motto was – “A single day in your courts is worth more
than a thousand elsewhere.” (Ps 83, 10), his love for Don Bosco was so
strong, that he gave up his royal life in exchange for the simple life of a
religious.
He died on 8th April 1893 in Alassio, where he lived his first year as a
priest, occupying a room which looked out onto the courtyard where the
children of the Oratory played. He was only 34 years old.
Venerable Zeffirino Namuncura
Zeffirino Namuncura was born in Chimpay, Argentina, on 26August
1886, the eighth of 12 children to Manuel Namuncura and Rosario Burgos.
His father was the Mapuche Chief of the Araucanian- speaking Indians of
the Argentine Pampas. This tribe was particularly known for its fierce
resistance to encroaching European domination. In order to maintain
leadership among the Araucanian People his father destined Zeffirino to be
raised in the ‘White man’s religion”, and on Christmas Eve 1887, he was
baptized by a Salesian missionary, Fr Dominic Milanesio.
He was eleven years old when his father enrolled him in the
7
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government school in Buenos Aires: he wanted to make his son the future
defender of his people. But there Zefferino found himself uncomfortable and
his father sent him to the Salesian College "Pius IX." Here he began the
adventure of grace, which transformed a heart not yet enlightened by faith
into a heroic witness of Christian life.
Evidently he had taken to heart the words of a missionary priest who
told him to “serve God with joy”. This holy seminarian’s short stay in Turin,
however, had made a lasting impression on his rector, who later said he
had “a heart of gold and sees no evil in anyone… He loves God like we love
our mothers”.
The holiness of Zeffirino Namuncura is the expression and fruit of
Salesian youth spirituality, the spirituality of joy, friendship with Jesus and
Mary, who on entering the Salesian college opened his heart to a different
dream of becoming the first Arancanian Priest and to evangelize his own
people. His exemplary commitment to piety, charity, daily duty and
asceticism made him a model for youth.
Venerable Joseph August Arribat (Salesian priest)
On 8th July 2014, the Holy Father Pope Francis authorized the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate the decree on the
heroic virtues of the Servant of God Joseph August Arribat, a Salesian
Priest.
Joseph August Arribat was born on December 17, 1879 at Tredou in
Aveyron (France). He was from a peasant family with strong Christian
values. He did his secondary schooling at the Salesian Oratory in
Mareseilles.
Don Bosco’s charism attracted August and he began his novitiate with
the Salesians in 1920. France at that time was thoroughly anti-clerical
8
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which had expelled 30,000 Religious. He was ordained a priest in 1921. He
was then called to arms during the First World War and served as a
stretcher bearer in the Medical Corps.
In 1931 he bagan his service as rector at La Navarre and at the same
time took up the job as parish priest of St. Isidor in the valley of
Sauvebonne. His parishioners called him the “Saint of the Valley”. His
confessional was always full because people knew they would be
understood, forgiven and encouraged.
He never refused any kind of work, and indeed he himself sought the
most humble services. He was exemplary, always present among the
students in the playground and in the chapel, in the catechism class and in
the infirmary. He would move from the dining hall to the dormitory, from
the confessional to the garden, always attentive to everything and everyone.
The Bicentenary celebrations of Don Bosco’s birth
At the International Level
16th August 2014

Opening of the Bicentenary at Colle Don Bosco

19th -23rd Nov 2014

International

Historical

Congress

at

the

Salesianum, Rome
19th – 21st Mar 2015

International Pedagogical Congress at the UPS,
Rome

21st – 25th May 2015

Meeting of Salesian Bishops in Turin

06th – 09th August 2015

International Congress of Mary Help of Christians
in Turin

11th – 16th August 2015

Campo Bosco of the SYM in Turin and Colle Don
Bosco

16th August 2015

Closing of the Bicentenary at Colle Don Bosco

At the National (All India) level
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As per the decisions of the Salesian Family – SPCSA, gathered in DBI,
Guwahati in April 2013 - three events are being prepared for. The first of
these is the 12th Boscoree from 30th December to 03rd January 2015 at Don
Bosco,

Yahappa

Nagar,

Thanjavur.

Information

about

preparations,

competions, registrations etc. are given out through the bi-monthly
magazine, ‘Tanjore Boscoree” (4 issues already published) and the Website
(www.boscoree2014.org).
The second and third events at the level of the Salesian Family are the
‘National Youth Expo’ in New Delhi and the Salesian Family Congress in
Kolkata. We are expecting Very Rev. Fr. Angel Artime Fernandes, our
present Rector Major, to be present at both places.
At the Province Level
Ø August 16, 2014 – Inauguration of the Bicentenary at Local
Communities.
Ø All the Retreats will be animated on Salesian Themes.
Ø Tri-monthly recollections on Salesian Themes.
Ø Seminar on Preventive System and Child Policy – Organize a Seminar
on Preventive System and Child policy in the months of August,
September and October at Regional or Community level -ensuring that
every teacher and staff member of our institutions participate and sign
a declaration.
Ø Organize a special programme/event commemorating Don Bosco, on
every last day of the month.
Ø Nov 19 – 24th, 2014 – Fr. Vice-provincial will be attending the
Bicentenary Congress in Rome. He will be animating the regions after
the Congress.
Ø January

31st

–

Don

Bosco

Community/Region wise.
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Ø August 11, 2015 – Solemn Province level conclusion of the Bicentenary
celebrations at Provincial House, Hyderabad.
Ø August 16, 2015 – Conclusion of the Bicentenary Year in the
communities/Regions.
Ø Jan 24-26, 2015 – Youth Expo – in Two Regions – Guntupalli and
BIRDY.
Projects to be submitted
Those who are sending projects from different Communities are
requested to send them to the Provincial’s office by 10th of every month.
First Annual Retreat
The first Annual Retreat of the academic year for general patronage
will commence on 25th August at 09.30 am. It is being preached by Fr.
Swamy Vikrant sdb. The retreat concludes on August 30th at 12.30 noon,
2014. The list of the participants is enclosed.
Death anniversary of Fr John Varricatt
On August 21st we commemorate the 12th death anniversary of Fr
John Varricatt, the first confrere to pass on to his eternal reward from our
Province. Please do remember to pray that inspired by his loving example of
religious fidelity and missionary zeal many more may join us Salesians.
Principals' Meet
The meeting of the principals will be held on 17th August 2014 at Don
Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. The meeting commences at 9am and
concludes by 5pm. The list of the participants is enclosed.
Administrators’ Meet
The meeting of the administrators will be held on 18th and 19th August
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2014 at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. All the administrators are
requested to ensure that they are present for these two days of animation
and planning to enhance the quality of our service. The meeting commences
at 9am on 18th August and concludes on 19th August 2014 by 5pm. The list
of the participants is enclosed.
Apostolic Assignments
Here I am giving the Apostolic Assignments of the following Confreres:
v Fr. Cheruvathur James - Assistant Parish Priest and Administrator –
St. Theresa’s Church, Sanathnagar (from 25 August)
v Fr. Reddimasu Anil Kumar - Assistant Parish Priest and Administrator
– Mariapuram ( from July 12, 2014)
FORTHCOMING EVENTS - August 2014
v August 16 – Official Inauguration of the Bicentenary in Local Communities.
v August 17 – Principals' Meet.
v August 18 -19 – Administrators’ Meet.
v August 25 – 30 – Annual retreat –Preacher Fr. Swamy Vikranth sdb)
Feast of the Assumption and Independence day
15th August marks the twin feasts of the Assumption and the
Independence of our nation. Don Bosco lived all his life in the presence of
God and had great trust in the loving protection and support of Mary Help
of Christians. He always turned to Mother Mary as one who would intercede
on his behalf in life and in death, as the one who would join her Son in
opening the gates of paradise for all matters concerning the salvation of
souls. His last words on his deathbed, “O Mother… Mother… open the gates
of paradise for me” bear witness to this firm conviction he had.
In turn we, his sons, are exhorted to humbly invoke her name and
constantly seek her maternal guidance. She who was assumed into heaven
12
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will certainly intercede for us too if we have the same goal as Don Bosco
had: the salvation of souls. May the celebration of the feast of Mother Mary
and our 67th Independence Day, provide us with a renewed vigour to serve
our countrymen better. May Mary assumed into heaven ever be our light
and guide!
In this year of the Bicentenary of the Birth of Don Bosco, may our
father and founder guide us to be more authentic Salesians and help us to
spread the Salesian charism with greater commitment. I wish you all a very
Happy Feast of the Assumption. I pray for you all and please do pray for me
too.
Yours Affectionately in Don Bosco,

!

Fr Raminedi Balaraju sdb
Provincial
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TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
August & September - 2014
August	
  

Community

September

Community

01 – 02

Visit to Karunapuram

01

04

Visit to Ramanthapur

02

Blessing and Inauguration of MHOC
Church at Nalgonda
Visit to Don Bosco Guntupalli

05 - 07

DBPH, Hyderabad

03

Visit to Navajeevan, Vijayawada

08

Visit to Raptadu

07 - 08

Visit to Navanirman, Muniguda

09 - 10

Visit to Punganur

14 - 15

YaR governing body meet. Chandigarah

11

Visit to Kadapa

18

Visit to Don Bosco, Mangalagiri

12

Visit to Kurnool

19

Visit to Pezzonipet

14

Visit to Guntur

20

BIRDY, Hyderabad

15 - 16

Visit to Ravulapalem

23 - 24

Young Priests Meet

17

Principals' Meet, DBPH

27

Provincial Council

18 - 19

Administrators’ Meet,
DBPH

24

Provincial Council

25 - 30

Annual retreat, DBPH

TRAVELOGUE OF THE VICE PROVINCIAL, August 2014
02

Don Bosco Academy, Nalgonda

03

Don Bosco Junior College, Chandur

06

D.B. Navajeevan, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad

08

St. Mary’s School, Kollapur – Seminar on Preventive System and Child Policy; Don
Bosco, Kurnool - Seminar on Preventive System and Child Policy

13

Don Bosco School, Don Bosco College – Sanathnagar - Seminar on Preventive
System and Child Policy

16

Inauguration of the Bi-centenary Year – Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad

17

Principals' Meet – Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad

18 - 19

Administrators' Meet - Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad

20

St. Anthony's, Kadapa - Seminar on Preventive System and Child Policy

21
24

Don Bosco School, Punganur - Seminar on Preventive System and Child
Policy
Provincial Council - Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad

25 - 30

Annual Retreat –I - Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad

27

Sacred Heart Novitiate, Manoharabad
14
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ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT 2014-2015
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH HYDERABAD
Fr. Swamy Vikrant SDB - August 25 (9.30am) - 30 (12.30pm), 2014
1.
Fr Benny Joseph
2.
Fr Bokkala Rayappa
3.
Fr Chinnabathuni Louis
4.
Fr Goli Suman
5.
Fr Gopu Anand
6.
Fr Guvvala Balaraju
7.
Fr John Lens
8.
Fr Kollamparambil Joseph
9.
Fr Kudiyirippil James
10.
Fr Maniyangattuthazhe Abraham
11.
Fr Mattukoyya Mariadas
12.
Fr Medabalimi Balaswamy
13.
Fr Moonnanappallil Jacob
14.
Fr Nagothu Papaiah
15.
Fr Pandicherry Joseph
16.
Fr Peyyala Ignatius
17.
Fr Puthupparambil George
18.
Fr Remalla Thomas
19.
Fr Sangipagi Shanthamurthy
20.
Fr Sebastian John
21.
Fr Sony Cyriac
22.
Fr Thathireddy Michael
23.
Fr Valiaprambil James
24.
Fr Vatti Rayappa
25.
Fr Yeruva Pradeep
26.
Fr. Yetukuri Sleevaraju
27.
Br Gadesula Naresh
28.
Br Kakumanu Praveen
29.
Br Kalapala Rajesh
30.
Br Manu Michael
31.
Br Narisetty Anup
32.
Br Salibindla Marreddy
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PRINCIPALS' MEET MEET 2014-15
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH HYDERABAD
AUGUST 17TH (9.AM), 2014

S.No

Name’s

Community

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15

Fr. Bandha Suresh
Fr. Godugunnuru Chinnappa
Fr. Gopu Peter
Fr. Illuri Balthazar
Fr. Madanu Rayappa
Fr. Maramreddy Vijaya Prakash
Fr. Pasala Bhaskar
Fr. Rayappan Thomas Aquinas
Fr. Thalla Wilson
Fr. Thathireddy Michael
Fr. Thennattil Johnny
Fr. Vadakeparasseril George
Fr. Vatti Balashowry Reddy
Fr. Vijaya Praksha
Fr. Yeruva Arogya Reddy

Bandlaguda
Wyra
Mangalagiri
Ravulapalem
Narishipatnam
Punganur
Chandur
Muniguda
Pezzonipet
Guntupalli
Sanathnagar
Sanathnagar
Nalgonda
Punganur
Mariapuram
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ADMINISTRATORS’ MEET 2014-2015
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH HYDERABAD
August 18th (9.30 am) – 19th (4.30 pm)

S.No
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Name’s
Fr. Alex Jeyaraj
Fr. Androth Jose
Fr. Benny Joseph
Fr. Bobba Joji Prasad
Fr. Cheruvatur James
Fr. Chinnabathuni Showrilu
Fr. Emprayil Mathew
Fr. Gangarapu Anil
Fr. Goli Suman Showry
Fr. Gopu Peter Reddy
Fr. Govindu Joseph
Fr. Guntaka Mariyanna
Fr. Kowju Melchior Raju
Fr. Kuthanapallil Sebastian
Fr. Lingampalli Ashok
Fr. Mattukoyya Mariadas
Fr. Medabalimi Balaswamy
Fr. Muthalakuzhiyil Sebastian
Fr. Nali Anthaiah
Fr. Narisetty Arogya Sagar
Fr. Pandicherry Joseph
Fr. Putti Anthaiah
Fr. Rayappan Thomas Aquinas
Fr. Reddimasu Anil Kumar
Fr. Sangipagi Shantha Murthy
Fr. Valiaparambil James
Fr. Vatti Balashowreddy
Fr. Vettathukandathil Phillip
Fr. Yeruva Pradeep Reddy
Fr. Yetukuri Sleevaraju
17

Community
Kollapur – DB Mission
Gunadala
Hyderabad – BIRDY
Ongole
Hyd – St. Theresa’s Church,
Don Bosco Provincial House
Kurnool
Nuzvid
Kondadaba
Mangalagiri
Hyd – Sanathnagar
Guntupalli
Guntur
Narsipatnam
Raptadu
Ponnur
Karunapuram
Ravulapalem
Chandur
Patsala Tadiparru
Pezzonipet
Manoharabad
Muniguda
Mariapuram
Punganur
Wyra
Nalgonda
Ramanthapur
Vijayawada, DBNJ
Kadapa

