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Dear Confreres, 

Greetings from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. I Would like to give you some 

excerpts from the message of the Holy Father Pope Francis on the ‘Misericordiae 

Vultus’ ‘The Jubilee Year of Mercy’.  The Holy Father has declared an extraordinary 

Jubilee Year of Mercy. This Holy Year of Mercy will begin on December 8, 2015, the feast 

of the Immaculate Conception and the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second 

Vatican Council and conclude with the Solemnity of Christ the King on 20th November 

2016.   
	  

“Merciful like the Father”, (Lk 6:36) is the motto which serves as an invitation to follow 

the example of the compassionate father who asks us not to judge or condemn but to 

forgive and give love and forgiveness without measure. Jesus Christ is the face of the 

Father’s Mercy and it has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its 

culmination in Him. We need to constantly contemplate the mystery of mercy. The word 

reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity; it’s the ultimate and supreme act by 

which God comes to meet us. At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on 

mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives. 

For this reason Pope Francis has proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy as 

a special time for the Church; a time when the witness of believers might grow stronger 

and more effective.   
	  

Mercy as a key word that indicates God’s action towards us 

As we can see in sacred Scripture, mercy is a key word that indicates God’s action 

towards us. He does not limit himself merely to affirming his love, but makes it visible 

and tangible. Love, by its very nature indicates something concrete. The mercy of God is 

his loving concern for each one of us. This is the path which the merciful love of 

Christians must also travel. As the Father loves, so do his children. Just as He is 

merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each other.  
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Mercy is the foundation of the Church’s life 

Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity should be 

caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching 

and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is 

seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love.  
	  

The Pope draws from John Paul’s encyclical Dives in Misericordia (Rich in Mercy) 
	  

The great teachings offered by Saint John Paul II in his second encyclical, Dives in 

Misericordia, in which he highlighted the fact that we had forgotten the theme of Mercy 

in today’s cultural milieu: the present day mentality, more perhaps than that of people 

in the past, seems opposed to a God of Mercy and in fact tends to exclude from life and 

to remove from the human heart the very idea of Mercy. Furthermore, he pushed for a 

more urgent proclamation and witness to mercy in the contemporary world, which is 

dictated by love for man, for all that is human and which, according to the intuitions of 

many of our contemporaries, is threatened by an immense danger. The mystery of 

Christ, obliges us to proclaim mercy as God’s merciful love, revealed in that same 

mystery of Christ.  
	  

The Church’s call during the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
	  

The Church makes herself a servant of this love and mediates it to all people: a love that 

forgives and expresses itself in the gift of one’s self. Consequently, wherever the Church 

is present, the mercy of the Father must be evident. In our parishes, communities, 

associations and movements, in a word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should 

find oases of mercy. The evangelist reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says, “Be 

merciful just as your father is merciful” (Lk 6:36). In mercy, we find proof of how God 

loves us. He gives his entire self, always, freely, asking nothing in return. He comes to 

our aid whenever we call upon him.  
	  

This is to be a “Year of the Lord’s favour or Mercy” 

Luke writes that Jesus, on the Sabbath, went back to Nazareth and as was his custom, 

entered the synagogue. They called upon him to read the Scripture and to comment on 

it. The passage was from the Book of Isaiah where it is written: "The Spirit of the Lord 

God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he 

has sent me to bind up the broken hearts, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

freedom to those languishing in prison; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour" (Is 

61:1-2). A "year of the Lord's favour" or "mercy": this is what the Lord proclaimed and 
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this is what we wish to live now. This Holy Year will bring to the fore the richness of 

Jesus' mission echoed in the words of the prophet: to bring a word and gesture of 

consolation to the poor, to proclaim liberty to those bound by new forms of slavery in 

modern society, to restore sight to those who can see no more because they are caught 

up in themselves, to restore dignity to all those from whom it has been robbed. The 

preaching of Jesus is made visible once more in the response of faith Christians are 

called to offer by their witness.  
	  

Mercy as a personal encounter with God 

These words often go together in the Old Testament to describe God’s nature. His being 

merciful is concretely demonstrated in his many actions throughout the history of 

salvation where his goodness prevails over punishment and destruction. In a special way 

the Psalms bring to the fore the grandeur of his merciful action: “He forgives all your 

iniquity, he heals all your diseases. He redeems your life from the pit, he crowns you 

with steadfast love and mercy”.(Ps 103: 3-4) another psalm, in an even more explicit 

way, attests to the concrete signs of his mercy: “He executes justice for the oppressed; he 

gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the 

blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The 

Lord watches over the sojourners, he upholds the widow and the fatherless; but the way 

of the wicked he brings to ruin” (Ps 146: 7-9). Here are some other expressions of the 

Psalmist: “He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds…the Lord lifts up the 

downtrodden, he casts the wicked to the ground” (Ps147:3,6). In short, the mercy of God 

is not an abstract idea, but a concrete reality with which he reveals his love as of that of 

a father or a mother, moved to the very depths out of love for their child.  
	  

The greatness of Mercy: “The  Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where 

everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the 

Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium) 
	  

Salesian Saint of the Month	  
Blessed Philip Rinaldi: 05 December 

Philip Rinaldi was born at Lu, Alessandria, Italy, on 28th May 1856. From his boyhood 

he had known Don Bosco but he refused his invitation on various occasions. It was only 

at the age of 21 that he accepted the saint’s invitation to become a Salesian. He got 

ordained in 1882 and was entrusted with the formation of adult aspirants to the 

priesthood. Intense work as Vicar General, Economer and later as Rector Major did not 

prevent him from further qualification in the priestly ministry as an eminent spiritual 
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guide. As a Rector Major he dedicated himself especially to the formation of the confreres 

and to the love of Don Bosco, insisting always on the interior life, union with God, the 

missions and unlimited trust in Mary Help of Christians.  
	  

From his intimate contact with Don Bosco and from his own personal experience, 

Rinaldi knew that the attitude of constant union with God was the secret of the whole 

active life and spirit of Don Bosco. He wrote to his confreres: “Our holiness is not so 

much in the practice of the way of life embraced at our Salesian profession, nor even in 

the imitation of the virtues of our father, but in ensuring that the Salesian life we 

embraced and the imitation of the virtues of our father are animated by the spirit in 

which Don Bosco himself lived and practised those virtues”.  

He was particularly daring and effective in his work on behalf of the missions and 

brought about a kind of mobilization for the missions. He personified in himself the 

spirit of Don Bosco, his fatherhood and holiness and sought always to pass it on to his 

spiritual sons. 
	  

Provincial Chapter IX 

The Provincial Chapter IX of the Province concluded on November 12, 2015 with the 

Jubilee celebrations. I take this opportunity to sincerely thank Fr. Yeruva Joji Reddy the 

Moderator of the Provincial Chapter IX for his hard work and coordination to make this 

Chapter an enriching experience for all involved. I also express my gratitude, on behalf of 

the Province, to the Pre-capitular commission and to every member of the Chapter 

proper. Indeed the prayers we have raised to God Almighty for the success of the 

Chapter have been answered. Besides evaluating the implementation of the GC 27, we 

dealt with the reshaping of the communities and with self-sustainability. The final 

document is being reviewed by the drafting committee and will soon be sent to the 

Generalate for approval. 
 

Priestly Ordinations 

Our province will be blessed once again with the gift of five new priests in December. We 

have five young Salesians from our Province, who will be ordained this month: Dn. 

Boddu Charan Kumar from Pezzonipet Parish, Vijayawada Diocese; Dn. Gandala 

Simharayulu from Yemmiganur Parish, Kurnool Diocese; Dn. Kalakotti Ramesh & Dn. 

Kalukula Rajesh from Karunapuram Parish, Warangal Diocese; Dn. Talari Sanjay from 

Vatluru Parish, Eluru Diocese. As a Bicentenary gift we will have all the Ordinations on 

21st December 2015, at Don Bosco Shrine, Bandlaguda, Hyderabad. While 

congratulating the ordinandi, let us pray that they may find meaning and joyful priestly 
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ministry in the years to come. 
	  

Forthcoming Events - December 2015 

Ø 01 Dec – Provincial Community Day, Gunadala 

Ø 01 Dec – Provincial Commissions/ Animation Centre Heads Meet 

Ø 05 Dec – Province YaR Day 

Ø 20 Dec – Provincial Council 

Ø 21 Dec – Priestly Ordinations 
	  

A Season of Advent 
	  

The season of Advent is a season of hope and joy. Advent is also the perfect time to clear 

and prepare the Way. As we are in the year dedicated to Mercy, it is also the time for us 

as Christians to be merciful as our Father is merciful. The Holy Father presents us with 

a hopeful message quoting from the book of Isaiah “Comfort, give comfort to my people”, 

ending with a joyful liberation and salvation, and a time of looking ahead with 

confidence to the future. Sadness and fear give way to joy, because the Lord himself 

leads his people to the path of liberation and salvation. With Mary who carried Christ in 

her womb and who gave Christ to the world, it is for us to use this special season of 

Advent to allow Christ to grow daily within us and to offer Him (from our hearts) to the 

young who are in our care.  
	  

We should realize that He could go only where she chose to take Him. In a similar way, 

our continual presence should unite us with the young, whoever or wherever they may 

be, as Don Bosco would say, “for you I work, for you I study and for you I am ready even 

to give my life”. As Christ-bearers, with Mary as our role model let us strive to be the 

message and messengers to the young in our care.	  
	  

Celebrating Christmas Meaningfully  

Each Christmas season brings with it great joy and enthusiasm. However, if this spirit is 

not rooted and centered in Christ, the Saviour, the whole essence of this great feast is 

lost. As I wish each and every Confrere, a Merry Christmas, I also pray that it may add 

to the meaning of our own existence as messengers of God’s love to the young. Let us 

make Christ and His Word meaningful by our way of life and thus truly celebrate 

Christmas. 
 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
	  

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mother Mary revives in us a nostalgic 

memory of the origins of our charism for the poor and abandoned youth. Don Bosco 
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began his work with a poor lad, Bartholomew Garelli by praying to our Blessed Mother. 

Don Bosco did his ministry with the help of the Blessed Mother. Mary did it all was his 

constant saying. May she teach us to follow Christ unconditionally and to communicate 

to the young the joy that is to be found in following Jesus. 
 

Jesus has given us Mary as our mother and guide. So the fruitfulness and the 

effectiveness of our apostolate depend on our personal attachment to her. We need to be 

constantly reminded of her presence in our life and apostolate. Let her play a key role in 

our life, so that our Salesian life will be meaningful and relevant wherever we are.   
	  

Let me wish each and every confrere a very joyous and meaningful season of Christmas 

and a very fruitful and peaceful New Year 2016. May we all experience the presence of 

the Lord in our lives. 

Yours Affectionately in Don Bosco,  

 

Fr Raminedi Balaraju SDB,  

 Provincial 

 

 

 

TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL – DECEMBER 2015 

   

29-30 Nov = Don Bosco Guntupalli – APV 

01 Dec = Provincial community Day – DB Gunadala 

02-03 Dec = Don Bosco Ravulapalem – APV 

05-06  Dec = Don Bosco Guntur – APV 

07-08  Dec = Don Bosco Gunadala – APV 

09-10  Dec = Don Bosco Patsala Tadiparru – APV 

14       Dec = Meeting with the deacons, DBPH, Hyderabad 

20 Dec = Provincial Council – Hyderabad 

21 Dec = Ordinations at Don Bosco Shrine, Bandlaguda, Hyderabad   

 


