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June, 2015 

Dear Confreres, 
	  

Greetings of peace and joy from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad! We are in the 

month of June which is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We imitate Jesus who is 

compassionate and kind towards every one. Pope Francis in his homily reflected on the best way 

to get to know Jesus in our lives. At the same time, he warned that studying or having ideas was 

not enough on its own to acquire that knowledge of Jesus. 

Pope Francis went on to explain that we need to open three doors in order to know Jesus. 

The first door is Praying to Jesus 

You must realize that studying without prayer is no use. We must pray to Jesus to get to 

know him better. The great theologians learned their theology on their knees. Pray to Jesus! By 

studying and praying we get a bit closer… But we’ll never know Jesus without praying. Never! 

Never! 

The second door is Celebrating Jesus 

The Pope continued, “Prayer on its own is not enough; we need the joy of celebration”. We 

must celebrate Jesus through his Sacraments, because the Sacraments give us life, they give us 

strength, they nourish us, they comfort us, they forge an alliance with us, they give us a mission. 

Without celebrating the Sacraments, we’ll never get to know Jesus. This is what the Church is all 

about: Celebration. 
	  

The third door, is Imitating Jesus  

Take the Gospel: What did he do? How was his life? What did he tell us? What did he teach 

us to try and imitate in him? “Entering via these three doors”, the Pope went on, “means entering 

into the mystery of Jesus and only in this way can we get to know Him and we mustn’t be afraid 

to do this. 

“In our day to day life, we can think about how the three doors are leading each one of us 

in prayer: but prayer from the heart, not that of a parrot! How is the prayer of the heart? How is 

the Christian celebration in my life proceeding? And how is the imitation of Jesus in my life 
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proceeding? How must I imitate him? Do you really not remember! The reason is because the 

Book of the Gospel is full of dust as it’s never opened! Take the Book of the Gospel, open it and 

you will discover how to imitate Jesus! Let’s think about how these three doors are positioned in 

our life and this will be of benefit to everybody.” 

The leaders of our province had a session with Fr Robin Montode from the divine nature 

center, Pune on health and spirituality. During the session he was constantly stressing the Gospel 

spirituality. Jesus was constantly in touch with the divine. Let us connect ourselves to the divine in 

our lives. We are too much connected to the physical level. In the month of Sacred Heart let us 

imbibe the spirit of Jesus and spread his kingdom among the young who are entrusted to us. 

Don Bosco our father and founder was always connected to the divine. He was always in 

union with God. In this bicentenary year of the birth of Don Bosco, let us imitate our father and 

founder Don Bosco. Our Constitutions Art. 21 says that, he was just as deeply the man of God, 

filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and living “as seeing him who is invisible”. 
	  

Salesian Saint of the Month 

8 June, Blessed Stephen Sándor 

The whole Salesian Family is invited to remember this good Salesian brother who gave his 

life for the salvation of the young people of Hungary. 

Stephen Sándor learned well and practiced what Blessed Philip Rinaldi called "holy work", 

seeing in it an essential feature of Salesian spirituality. He lived his faith in "a constant union with 

God," as one of his students testified: "... it seems to me that his attitude came from his interior 

devotion to the Eucharist and Our Lady. When he looked after us altar servers, it was not as if he 

was doing a job. His actions were proof of the spirituality of a person who prayed with great 

fervour. For me and my companions, Bro. Sándor was a model. No one ever thought that what we 

saw was in any way false or superficial. I believe that only an intimate prayer life could have 

nourished his way of acting. Even as a very young brother, he understood and took seriously the 

educational method of Don Bosco". 

His faith had a practical nature, aimed at evangelization and catechesis, a fundamental 

dimension of the Salesian mission, and enlivened with a true oratorian spirit. His constant 

presence among the young people of the Oratory and the altar servers, his work as a master 

printer and the leadership he exercised in the young worker associations, all served to show that 

his authority as an educator was nourished by a deep faith.  This is what sustained him in the hour 

of persecution and led him to offer his life generously for the Church and for his beloved country, 

Hungary. 
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12 June, Blessed Joseph Kowalski & Companions (Polish Salesian Martyrs) 

 Joseph was born on 13th March 1911 at Siedliska, Poland. He was educated at the local state 

elementary school, and the Salesian school in Auschwitz. He was a member of the Holy Brigade, 

an unofficial group dedicated to the spiritual life of the school. Joseph joined the Salesians in 1927 

and was ordained in 1938. He worked as a personal secretary of the Salesian provincial. He was 

noted for his youth ministry, conducting conferences, teaching, hearing confessions and forming a 

youth choir. He was arrested with eleven other Salesians at the church of Mary Help of Christians 

in Krakow, Poland by the Nazis on May 23, 1941 for providing such non-approved youth 

programs.  

He died on July 3, 1942 at the concentration camp in Auschwitz, Poland. He was one of the 

108 Polish martyrs of the Second World War. He was drowned in a cesspool. Pope John Paul II 

beatified him with five youngsters of the Salesian oratory on 13th June 1999 at Warsaw, Poland.  
	  

12 June, Blessed Francis Kesy and four companions, martyrs 

One of the main theological and pastoral ideas of Pope St. John Paul II was that the concrete 

example offered to the faithful by the sanctity of the lives of saints and blessed raised by him to 

the honours of the altar, constitutes real evangelization. Among these there are five pupils of the 

Salesian oratory in Pozna�: Czes�aw Jó�wiak (1919-1942), Edward Ka�mierski (1919-1942), 

Franciszek Kesy (1920-1942), Edward Klinik (1919-1942) and Jarogniew Wojciechowski (1922 -

1942). 

These young people, familiarly known as the Pozna� five, were arrested by the Nazis on 21 

and 23 September 1940 for their activities within the National Organization of Combat and their 

commitment to pastoral work at the Salesian Church of Mary Help of Christians in Pozna�. They 

were imprisoned in Pozna�, Wronki, Berlin and Zwickau and were executed by guillotine in 

Dresden on 24 August 1942. 

In the church of Mary Help of Christians in Pozna� the five are venerated as intercessors 

on behalf of young people who have moved away from God and the Church, imploring for them 

the grace to return to Christ. In the young martyrs we can see representatives of the ideals of 

young people from Catholic schools with the vision and the strong desire to serve their country 

with dedication in all areas of life, in the name of God's love. They are the most convincing proof 

of the validity of Salesian education. 

For today’s youth, Czes�aw, Edward, Franciszek, Edward and Jarogniew are models for 

their defence of the value of life and the dignity of the person, and their opposition to false 

ideologies. Today’s false ideologies include racism, fanaticism, absolutism of the state, 
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discrimination and exploitation of the poorest and most vulnerable. These were young men who 

staked their whole lives on God and on Jesus and his Gospel, as the source of happiness and life. 
	  

23 June: St. Joseph Cafasso, priest 

The memorial of St. Joseph Cafasso invites us to look to him as a spiritual master of 

generations of priests.  One of these was Don Bosco who had him as teacher, confessor, spiritual 

director and benefactor. 

Among the many qualities of Cafasso, some in particular deserve to be remembered: his 

awareness of the suffering in the world: all that exists is transient and of little value; man has a lot 

more suffering than joy. His awareness of the plight of human beings in the world, led him to 

attach great importance to a life well-lived and frequent meditation on the events that all must 

face, sooner or later, at the end of their earthly life. Reflection on the last things is a theme that 

recurs often in the preaching of Don Bosco. 

Cafasso used to say to his students that a reference to the last things must be part of every 

sermon. But the most important theme is the goodness of God, to which Cafasso was especially 

sensitive, because of his dedication to the sacrament of Penance. In his Son Jesus, God has 

revealed himself full of goodness and mercy. Merciful love is the basis of all human activity. Love 

is stronger than fear. Love compels us to serve our neighbour, and leads us to the fullness of the 

Christian life, which is holiness. 
	  

Annual Community Planning Formats 

 During the Leaders Meet I have given to all the Leaders  who were present the annual 

community formats for the academic year 2015 – 2016. Kindly fill in these formats and send a copy 

to me by 15 July 2015. Kindly send the following formats: 1. Community Calendar of Events  2. 

Community Calendar of Confreres 3. Community Plan (Community Project of Life) 4. 

Qualification of Confreres. 5. List of Participants for various Retreats of the year 2015 – 2016.   
	  

Congratulations: Dn  Gaddam Carlo 

 Dn Gaddam Carlo who finished his theology studies at Benediktbeuern, Germany will be 

ordained a Priest on 24th June 2015 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Maripuram, Kadapa by his Lordship 

Most Rev. Dr. M.D. Prakasam, D.D, Bishop of Nellore. In the name of the Province I congratulate 

him wholeheartedly and assure him of our prayerful and fraternal support in his Salesian Priestly 

journey.  
	  

In-charge of Tri-Monthly Recollection 

 Guntur Region:   Fr Guntaka Mariyanna 

Vijayawada Region:   Fr Salibindla Balashowry 
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Rayalaseema Region:  Fr Marneni Mariadas 

Hyderabad Region:   Fr Nagothu Papaiah 

Visakhapatnam Region:  Fr Madanu Rayappa 

Warangal Region:   Fr Garlapati Kishore 
	  

Annual Retreats 
	   	  	  

24-29 August 2015   –  General Patronage I 

  19-24 October 2015  –  General Patronage II 

  11-16 January 2015   –  General Patronage III 
	  

Summer Camps 

Some of the communities of the province had organized summer camps for the children 

and youth of the locality and helped them gain proficiency in English, basics of the use of 

computers and other soft skills. I congratulate each and every confrere of these communities for 

their commitment and hard work. In a special way I appreciate students of theology and 

Philosophy who did a great job during the summer vacation. 
	  

Good Results 

 Congratulations to all the Correspondents/Headmasters/Principals and communities as 

well as the members of the teaching staff for their hard work and sacrifice which bore fruit 

especially for the fine performance of our students in the 10th exams this year: Kollapur (100%), DB 

Ravulapalem (100%), DB Guntupalli (99%), DB Academy (98%), DB Pezzonipet (96%), DB 

Punganur (92%), DB Mangalagiri (90%), DB Mariapuram (88%), DB Mothinagar (82%), DB Wyra 

(73%). Junior College results for this year: DB Academy (85%), DB Chandur (60%), DB 

Narsipatnam (50%). While we congratulate them, we wish them all the best for the next academic 

year. May the efforts we put in to form future leaders and animators of the society be in true 

imitation of our Father and founder Don Bosco, the educator.  
	  

Nine  young men begin their Novitiate 

On May 23rd, 2015 - Nine young men began their novitiate at Manoharabad under the 

guidance of Fr Kannadipara Mathew, the Novice Master. We wish them all the best in this process 

of discerning their vocation and laying the foundations of their religious life.  
 

First Profession  

Seventeen Novices of our Province made their First Profession on 24th May 2015 at 

Manoharabad. We congratulate them wholeheartedly and welcome them into our Province as 

professed members. We assure them of our prayerful and fraternal support. I take this occasion to 

thank Fr Kannadipara Mathew, the Novice Master and the staff of the Novitiate community for 



 

 6 

6 

JUNE, 2015 RB / INH / CIR / 06 / 2015 

their dedication and commitment in preparing our novices for Salesian life.  
 

Perpetual Profession 

Six clerics, Cl Jangala Upendar, Cl Neelam Naresh, Cl Salibindla Marreddy, Cl Vanga 

Joseph, Cl Yeruva Inna Reddy and Cl Aduri Chinna Babu made their Perpetual Profession on 24th 

May 2015 at Don Bosco Shrine, Hyderabad. We congratulate them for the bold step that they have 

taken in living their Salesian commitment towards God and the young people. While we 

particularly thank the parents of these clerics, we also accompany them as they continue their 

journey towards greater sanctity in the Salesian Apostolate. 
 

Renewal of Vows 

We congratulate forty six of our confreres in Temporary Profession who have renewed 

their vows this year, manifesting their deep desire to follow the Lord ever more closely in the way 

of Don Bosco. Our best wishes for these young Salesians as they continue to cherish their Salesian 

Vocation and grow deeper in their commitment.  

Successful Summer Camps 

Several communities organized summer camps during the past holidays and have reached 

out to a large number of young people – my sincere thanks to them too. Reading the signs of the 

times, these camps offered coaching in English, computers, soft-skills, verbal communication skills 

and games. These camps are an ideal way to reach out to youngsters other than those we are 

directly in-charge of, in our schools, boardings and colleges. I exhort the communities to keep in 

touch with these young people and follow up their progress.  
	  

Vocation Camps and Ministry 

The annual zonal vocation camps and the final camp held at Gunadala in the months of 

April – May 2015 have helped us reach out and courageously invite youngsters to join our way of 

life. In all 84 boys attended the Vocation camps and 64 boys were selected to join the aspirantate at 

Gunadala from this academic year. I thank the Vocation promoter, Fr Yeruva Joji Reddy and his 

team of Clerics and collaborators who organized these camps. I also wish to thank all those 

communities which extended their sincere collaboration in hosting the zonal camps.  

Regarding Fr. Michael A. Pampara 

 Fr. Michael A. Pampara has been incardinated in the diocese of Grand Island. Most. Rev. 

Joseph G. Hanefeldt, Bishop of Grand Island has sent (Decretum) the official document of 

Incardination. With this official document Fr. Michael A. Pampara permanently belongs to the 

diocese of Grand Island. We wish him fruitful ministry in the diocese of Grand Island.  

Hearty Welcome 
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 We are glad to welcome Fr. Palakuzha Thomas who has successfully completed the course 

in Spirituality, Bangalore. We wish him fruitful ministry in the Province. 

Thank you and all the best 

 It is my duty to express sincere gratitude to Fr. Thomas Santiagu, who served the Province 

for the past four years as the Director of the Bosco Seva Kendra (BSK), the development office of 

the province. While I thank him for his availability to the Province, I would like to wish him a 

fruitful ministry in Ongole as he is appointed as Rector of the Community. 

Conclusion 

The month of June is singled out, in a particular way, for devotion to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. Devotion to the Sacred Heart is but a special form of devotion to Jesus. If the human heart 

represents an unfathomable mystery that only God knows, how much more sublime is the heart of 

Jesus, in which the life of the Word itself beats. This heart is the heart of Christ, the masterpiece of 

the Holy Spirit, which began to beat in the virginal womb of Mary and was pierced by the lance 

on the cross, thus becoming for all the inexhaustible source of eternal life. That Heart is now the 

pledge of hope for every person.  

Let us entrust ourselves to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and pray that we may truly be 

committed to our call and become more and more bearers of God’s love for the young. 

Yours Affectionately in Don Bosco, 

 

Fr Raminedi Balaraju sdb 

Provincial 
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TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL – JUNE - 2015	  

June Community 

3 - 4 Leaders Meet- Installation of the Vice Provincial 

7 Installation of the Rector- DB Karunapuram 

8 Inauguration of the Scholastic Year- Karunapuram 

8 Installation of the Rector in  St. Theresa’s, Sanathnagar 

11 Visit to Sabbavaram 

12 Installation of the Rector in St. John’s Seminary, Kondadaba 

15 Installation of the Rector in St. Paul’s Seminary, Nuzvid 

16 Installation of the Rector in Don Bosco, Mangalagiri 

17 Installation of the Rector in Don Bosco Mission, PT Parru 

18 Installation of the Rector in Don Bosco Mission, Ongole 

22 Visit to the Novitiate 

24 Ordination of Dn  Carlo - Kadapa 

24 Installation of the Rector in Kadapa 

25 Installation of the Rector in  Raptadu 

27 Provincial Council 

 


