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Don Bosco Provincial House, 11to13 August 2016: It is a matter of honor for us at Don
Bosco Provincial House to have hosted The National Council of the Don Bosco Alumni, which
was held from 11 to 13 August 2016. The National Past Pupils Delegate, Fr Maddhichetty
Noel, the National Past Pupils Presid
ent Mr Ketan Gala, the Local Past Pupils Delegate Fr Y. Joji, the Local Past Pupils president
Mr Ramesh Bojja and other members of the national and local units were present.
During these days the council discussed various topics ranging from Technology Adoption
and Future Outlook to Strategic Planning and Developmental Programs. It was indeed a
grace filled occasion and a concrete expression of the fruitfulness of the Salesian Mission in
India. Fr Thathireddy Vijaya Bhaskar, the provincial of the Salesian Province of Hyderabad,
addressing the gathering reminded them of the first meeting of the Salesian Alumni with Don
Bosco, back in 1870, organized by Carlo Gastini. He discussed with them the four types of
Alumni. Those who are alumni by chance, those alumni who are grateful for what they have
received, those alumni who get involved with the Salesian Mission and those alumni who
make the Salesian way of living their own. He encouraged the National Council to move
towards making the Salesian Spirit their way of living.
The conclusion of this meeting was the local past pupils congress held at Ramanthapur
where the National Past Pupils Council members were felicitated and they had an occasion to
interact with other local Alumni. The national council was really impressed and expressed
their gratitude for the hospitality for which the Province of St. Joseph known.
- BIS Correspondent
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Ramanthapur, 13 August 2016: The meeting
of the Don Bosco Past Pupils at the Province
Level, was the first of its kind which was
organized on 13 August, 2016 at Don Bosco
Navajeevan Ramanthapur. The presence of
the National Delegate for the Alumni, Fr Noel
M and of the National Council of the Don
Bosco Alumni was an added honor for this
event.
The evening was filled with a cultural
extravaganza, but the highlight was the
sharing of the success stories of the Past
Pupils from various sectors. Educational, the
ITI, the YaR and the DB Tech. The theme

DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

presentation by Chindu Organization was
also well appreciated. The Past Pupils present
for the congress cherished the moments and
recalled happy memories around their
mentors who were present. It was a joyous
occasion and the Salesian Family Spirit filled
the air.
We congratulate Fr Y Joji, the Province Past
Pupils Delegate and his team for the
successful and able organization of this event.
We thank God for the benign weather and
the generous benefactors, who made this
possible.
- BIS Correspondent
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Don Bosco Provincial House, 16 August 2016: The South Asia Formation Commission (SAFC)
members commenced their annual meeting at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad on
August 16, 2016. The five day meeting focused primarily on the role of the Salesian Rector,
the two dimensions of the Salesian vocation, the formation plan of the region for the next
three years, and the dynamics of the accompaniment process. The meeting was attended by
Fr Ivo Coelho, the General Councillor for Formation, Fr Joyce Thonikuzhiyil, the Provincial
delegate of the SPCSA and the 12 formation delegates from Provinces of the region. The
meeting, coordinated by Fr Jose Kuttianimattathil, the SAFC delegate and Fr Silvio Roggia,
from the Formation department in Rome, conclude on August 20, 2016.
Drawing up a tentative plan for the coming three years, specifically for the South Asia region,
based on the plan of the Rector Major and his council was the main agenda of the first day.
The members were invited to put down very concrete and down to earth lines of action for the
years ahead. The day also witnessed each delegate presenting a brief report on the follow up
of the last annual meeting held at Chennai. The second day of the meeting focused on the
role of the Salesian Rector and an analytical study of the statistics regarding those in initial
formation. The following day was spent reflecting on one of the dimensions of the Salesian
vocation, that of the Salesian Brother. It was an enriching exercise in understanding our
primary vocation as consecrated individuals living the Salesian way and not merely about
priesthood or brotherhood.
One of the practical decisions already proposed and endorsed by the members is the
organisation of a course on Salesian vocation in its two forms for the vocation promoters and
rectors of aspirantates within the coming three years. With a particular intent of strengthening
the pre-novitiate stage, there would be a course for the directors of the pre-novitiates in the
next two years, something similar to the one being held for the directors of novices in Rome.
The group also strongly supported the idea of preparing the manuals for a healthy psychosexual growth of confreres, based on the two volumes, already published, for the various
stages of formation. With the strongly felt need to empower ourselves in the field of spiritual
accompaniment, the commission warmly welcomed the idea of involving the formees in the
process of drawing up a document on this topic. It was a rich learning experience for all the
participants as they shared their knowledge and experience with one an-other.
- BIS Correspondent
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Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad,
21 August 2016: The Principals and
Headmasters of Hyderabad Province,
gathered together on 21 st August in the
Provincial House campus for a day’s review,
updating and evaluation. The one day
meeting of Headmasters and Principals’
started at 09.30am at BIRDY, Hyderabad,
with the hymn to the Holy Spirit and
recitation of the Silver Jubilee prayer. Rev.
Fr. Joji, the Vice – Provincial, Mr K.C. Reddy,
the resource person for the day and Fr
Balashowry the delegate for Higher education
were present for the meeting. Mr. KC Reddy
is a profound educationist and an expert in
the rules and regulations concerning our
educational institutions. His expertise was
felt as he proceeded to give guidelines about
how to apply educational rules for the smooth
and efficient running of the institutions. He
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also enriched the participants with many
anecdotes from his vast store of personal
experiences and many a personal doubt was
was clarified.
The Holy Eucharist was celebrated at
12.15pm. At 2.30 we had the business session
with Provincial, Vice-Provincial and
Economer being present. During this time the
present statutes of our Educational
institutions were discussed and the assembly
drew up a plan of action for further
enhancement of our institutes. The Day
concluded with a few children from the
Human Rights Clubs in Hyderabad, who
addressed the Headmasters. They explained
the various activities that they carry out
through the human rights clubs and
encouraged the same to be initiated in our
institutes.
- BIS Correspondent
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Chandur, 24 August 2016: The entire college
was on cloud nine. The Management, staff
and the students expressed their joy at being
part of such an awesome gathering. The
program began with the solemn reception of
the Chief Guest: Mr. K. Prabhakar Reddy
(MLA of Munugodu Constituency), the Guests
of Honour: Mr. Santhosha Shekar (ZPTC of
Chandur), Mr. T. Venkanna (MPP of
Chandur), Mr. P. Govardan Rao (MPTC of
Angadipeta) and the Special Guest: Mr. N.
Mallesh (the sarpanch of Andadipeta). As
part of the Haritha Haram, the guests planted
saplings in the college campus.
Mr. K. Prabhakar Reddy the MLA presented
the Prathibha Awards to four students Gouthami (MPC), Srujesh (CEC), Jai Kishan (HEC)
and Venkanna (BPC) who had excelled in their Academic performances. As part of the award,
the students were given a memento, a medal and Rs. 3000/- eacho. The Guests in their
speeches encouraged everyone to make use of their student lives in a fruitful manner so as to
become someone great in society.
The celebrations lasted about six hours with an extravaganza of dances, songs and skits
performed by both arts and science groups. At the conclusion the staff and the students
together with the principal shook a leg. The Staff and students were offered snacks. They
will remain a golden page in the history of Chandur.
- BIS Correspondent
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Karunapuram, 24 August 2016: Vishwa
Jyothi Don Bosco College Karunapuram
organized the Annual Philosophical
Symposium on ‘Nationalism in India:
Prospects and Challenges’ on 24th August,
2016 in the college auditorium. The resource
person for the symposium was Rev. Fr. Joy
Kaipan Sdb, Ph.D, the principal of Don Bosco
Philosophate, Aluva.
Nationalism is one of the important topics in
the present scenario. These days the topic in
consideration has become one of the central
issues to be discussed upon, all over the
world. It is primarily because of the many
anti-national movements and the politicizing
of the spirit of nationalism for one’s own
hidden agenda.
Keeping in mind of present situation of the
society wherein nationalism has taken so
many different forms, the discussion of the
topic was very apt. The symposium began by
invoking God’s blessings. After that the
principal, Fr Tom Parecattil SDB, initiated
the topic with the words of welcome and by
making us aware of the importance of the
topic in the current society. Then six of our
third year brothers Niju, Dibakar, Sushant,
DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

David Peter, William and Satyendra Kumar
presented their papers on different aspects
of nationalism like, the clarification of terms
and relevance, types of nationalism, positive
and negative effects, rise of Indian
nationalism, Hindu nationalism and the
challenges of nationalistic trends in
India. The Brothers presented their papers
very systematically and they were very
informative and thought-provoking.
After the presentation of the papers we had
group discussions on the questions given by
the resource person. It was very active and
enthusiastic because through these group
discussions we had a good opportunity to
voice out all our opinions and views. It was
also a great occasion for us to clarify our
doubts. Fr Joy Kaipan encouraged the
brothers to clarify their doubts on the topic.
After clarifying all the doubts and answering
all the questions Fr Joy Kaipan concluded
the symposium with a summary of his
opinions. It was a great learning experience
and it helped us to be aware of the present
situation of society, especially with regard to
the spirit of nationalism.
- BIS Correspondent
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Karunapuram, 28 August 2016: ‘The Youth
Meet’ was held. Two hundred and twenty
youth took part in the event from various
oratory places. It was animated by Rev. Fr.
Ashok Lingampally sdb. He was assisted by
Cl. Prabhkar Sdb. The theme for the day was
“Youth for the World”. Fr. Ashok, the
resource person for the day, took the first
session. He drew inspiration from brief lifesketches of some of the great leaders of the
world and applied them to the situation of
the present-day youth. “India has tremendous
power, that is the power of youth; this power
should not be wasted. Rather it should be
channelized to light up the world”, these were
the words of Fr Ashok which captivated the
heart and mind of the youth and fired them

up to find out the real treasure of our nation.
The youngsters gathered were led into
moments of prayer and spiritual reflection
by Cl. Prabhakar. The highlight of the day,
as always, was the cultural competition…with
each group putting up their best show. A
healthy competitive spirit reined during the
post-lunch competitions. At 3 pm Fr. Ashok
celebrated the Holy Eucharist and during the
sermon highlighted the Silver Jubilee year
of the province of Hyderabad as well as the
Rector Major’s visit to our province. He invited
all the youth to find out their call of God in
the Salesian congregation. The day was a
fruitful, meaningful and joyful experience for
all the participants and the organizers.
- BIS Correspondent

Fr Ivo Coelho, General Councilor for Formation visits INH
The presence of our superiors is always a
moment of blessing and grace. These days
our province is truly blessed because of the
presence of Rev. Fr Ivo Coelho, the General
Councilor for Formation. He is also
accompanied by Rev. Fr Silvio Roggia,
member of the Formation Team from Rome.
They will be animating the South Asian Meet
of the Formation Delegates. Fr Ivo Coelho and
Fr Silvio Roggia, accompanied by Br Vincent
Castilino on 13 August visited Don Bosco,
Chandur. They were given a traditional
Salesian welcome. Fr Ivo and Fr Silvio spent
an hour interacting with the aspirants present
there. Fr Ivo in particular was really
impressed by the open and frank sharing of
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the Aspirants. They asked pertinent and
important questions, which led to an honest
and candid discussion on various topics. In
the evening, they took part in the Don Bosco
Past Pupils’ Congress, held at Ramanthapur.
Today, 14 August 2015, accompanied by Fr
Thathireddy Vijaya Bhaskar, the provincial,
Fr Ivo and Fr Silvio visited the novitiate
community at Manoharabad and had a
fruitful interface with the Novices. These were
really enriching experiences for them. As they
continue their stay for a few more days we
wish them God’s grace and fruitful stay. We
also welcome all the delegates of Formation
from the different provinces of South Asia
and wish them a happy stay.- BIS Correspondent
DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

DB School Bandlaguda, 15 August 2016:
The 70th Independence Day of India, was
celebrated with great enthusiasm and respect
at Don Bosco School, Bandlaguda,
Hyderabad. The ceremony started at 8.30
AM in the school ground so big the staff,
students and parents participated.
The Chief Guest Fr Ivo Coelho, General
Councilor for Formation, Fr Silvio Roggia,
member of the Formation Team, Fr
Thathireddy Vijaya Bhaskar, Provincial, Fr
Suresh Banda, Principal, Fr Nagothu Papaiah
Parish Priest, Fr Lingampally Ashok
Administrator and other dignataries were
escorted to the stage with the school Band
playing.
Fr Thathireddy welcomed the gathering and
introduced the chief guest and the guests of
honor. He emphasized the internationality of
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the institute, its being present in 130 countries
and our pride at having it in India.
To commemorate the sovereignty of our
nation, the Chief Guest, Fr Ivo Coelho
unfurled the tricolor flag and in unison we
sang the National Anthem and expressed t
he joy of our freedom.
Then the Chief Guest received the salute as
the school groups marched past. The day
unfolded with a cultural extravaganza, with
students displaying their various talents, all
to honor and celebrate our great Nation,
India.
Indeed, it was a day of joy, a day to love and
respect our country and make it a better
place for Indians to live in and to experience
freedom, peace and unity.
- BIS Correspondent
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Dhisha, 13 August 2016: Dhisha organised a
One day Seminar for all teachers at DE PAUL
SCHOOL, Bhimadolu, W Godavari Dist.
Andhra Pradesh on 13th August, 2016 in
response to an invitation from the Principal
Rev. Fr. Santosh.

‘Student and Teacher Relationship’, ‘Know
thyself to know thy children well’.

The Seminar session started with welcoming
of Dhisha and Bosco Seva Kendra by the
Principal of the School.

All the sessions were participative and
encouraged creative thinking and group
activities. The participants’ favourite activity
at the end of the day was where they were
divided into 7 different groups with charts
on which they had to draw a horse on a
mountain in just 2 mins each.

Mr. Solomon started the seminar with a
prayer song and introduction of BSK. 1st
session was taken up by Mr.JAR Paul with a
short concentration game. The seminar was
focused on inculcate a quality of mentoring
in the teachers. Key topics included ‘Who is
a Good Teacher’, ‘Teacher’s Attitude’,

Fr. Santosh and his team gave a positive
feedback saying it was a very useful
Workshop for the Teacher’s and they had
learnt a lot. The Principal also expressed a
keenness to collaborate with Dhisha for
future programs. 44 teachers – 35 female and
9 male participated in the seminar.
- BIS Correspondent

Little hearts with helping hands
Don Bosco School, Bandlaguda: Fund
Raising: Students of Don
Bosco School (CBSE),
Bandlaguda proved that
a little kindness can
move mountains. They
were sensitized to the
travails faced by
children orphaned and
abandoned by a fund
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raising staff member of BoscoNet. This was
enough stimulus for the
students to go about raising
funds
in
their
neighborhoods and family
circles. BSK facilitated the
collection and handed over
the same to BoscoNet for the
assigned cause.
- BIS Correspondent
DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

Annual Philosophical Symposium at St. John's Kondadaba
Kondadaba, 2 September 2016: The annual
philosophical symposium based on the theme
of ‘Liberalization in India’ held at St John’s
Regional Seminary, Kondadaba witnessed a
lively intellectual ferment among the students
even before it actually began. The talks and
discussions carried out an audit of the ongoing phenomenon from an ecological and
political perspective, with alternatives being
proposed from the common man’s
experience. The event took place on
September 2, 2016 and was facilitated by
Prof. Dr V.B.T. Sundari, from the Department
of History, St Joseph’s College, Waltair.

The audio-visual presentations which
included excerpts from the interview of Mr
Babu Mathew (Director – Action Aid, India)
on Hard Talk (BBC) and that of Dr Vandana
Shiva, Physicist and Environmental activist
added greater depth to the topic. The
interaction which followed the speeches and
presentations gave space for a lively debate
among the audience, on many issues related
to the theme. However, the talks delivered
by Nikhil Teja, B. Joannes, A. Sudheer, K.
Murali Michael and G. Peter offered the real
substance for the reflection during the
symposium.

There was much preparation, during the runup to the event, by way of conscientizing the
entire community, through well-prepared
bulletin-boards, with data on Globalization,
Liberalization and Privatization. The
seminarians were also assisted in reading the
pertinent material, ahead of the symposium.
The members on the staff, had taken some
pains to ensure that the speakers delivered
the speeches rather than just read them. It
was an exercise in helping the seminarians,
to stretch and reach out and their potential
to the maximum.

The symposium titled “Political Economy of
Liberalization in India (1991 – 2016): Towards
a People’s Philosophical Audit” dealt with
topics related to liberalization and
environment, market economy, globalization
and variable options from Gandhian
philosophy. It commenced at 09.15 am and
concluded by lunch time. Dr Sundari, with
her vast wealth of knowledge and experience,
added at quality to the academic enterprise.
Her clarity of thought and immense erudition
were reflected in her interventions, especially
in her concluding speech.
- BIS Correspondent
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Kondadaba, 8-9 September 2016: St John’s
Regional Seminary, Kondadaba organized a
two-day workshop on 8-9, September 2016,
on the theme, “Reimagining Ministries in the
Churches of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana”.
The two-day event was ably led by Br
Varghese Theckanath S.G., the Director of
Montfort Social Institute, Uppal, Hyderabad.
He launched the workshop, by sharing with
the participants, the saga of his own journey
of immersion into the lives of the urban poor,
in the slums of Hyderabad and other cities
of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Odisha.
Against the backdrop of this autobiographical
contribution, Br Varghese triggered a process
of soul-searching among the seminarians, as
regards some vital issues, like the religion of
Christianity, fast becoming a dying religion,
the caste-ridden character of the church-life
and the reality of Global Warming.
On the second day, there was a colloquium
with the collaborators of Br Varghese, in the
persons of Ms Jyothirmai, Sr Sini, Mr Vasu,
Mr Posanna and Mr Chittibabu, on their role
as facilitators of people’s movements,
resisting the exploitation of the poor, by the
nexus of the state, politicians and the
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corporate world. During the concluding
session, the animator assisted the
participants in drawing up a personal project
of life, with time-bound alternatives, towards
turning Christianity into a religion, for the
empowerment of the poor, naming and taming
the demon of caste, and towards meeting the
challenges of Global Warming.
The workshop was a wake-up call indeed,
for the seminarians and the staff, to dream
of a new world, along the roadmap chalked
out by the U.N., in the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), the address of
Pope Francis to the U.N. General Assembly
and the liberating vision of the Laudato Si.
As an immediate practical measure, the
students have resolved themselves to write
letters to the Chief Minister, the concerned
ministers and officials, expressing protest
over the injustice being meted out to the poor
evicted from their habitats, and the farmers,
who have been forced to part with their lands,
in the unholy haste, towards building the
capital city at Amaravati (Andhra Pradesh),
ravaging the evergreen fertile tracts along
the Krishna.
- BIS Correspondent
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Don Bosco Provincial House, 21to23 September 2016:
The meeting of the Salesian Family Delegates of the
Southern Provinces was held at the Salesian Provincial
House of Hyderabad, from 21 to 23 September 2016. It
was animated by Fr. Eusebio Munoz the delegate of the
Rector Major for the Salesian Family, Fr. Giuseppe Casti,
the World delegate of the Cooperators and Fr. Joan Lluis
Playa, the World Delegate for the VDB’s and CDB’s.
The meeting was coordinated by Fr Noel Madhichetty,
the SPCSA delegate for the Salesian Family. The
delegates from the Salesian Provinces of Bangalore,
Bombay, Chennai, Hyderabad, Panjim, Tiruchy and
Kolkata participated.
The main objective of this meeting was a cooperative
learning process; the world delegates who were enriched
by coming to know about the reality of the Salesian
Family in India and its modes of functioning. They in
turn presented an in depth understanding of the various
groups of the Salesian Family, in particular, the Cooperators, the Alumni, the VDB’s and CDB’s and ADMA,
clarifying various juridical and doctrinal questions raised
by the participants.
The first day was dedicated to the reflection on the
quantitative and qualitative survey which was conducted
in view of this meeting concerning the reality of the
Salesian Family in the various provinces of South Asia. The numbers present affirmed that
the Salesian Family was very much alive and active in our region. At the same time the
weaknesses and challenges which came forth from the qualitative analysis gave room for
reflection.
This presentation of the summaryof the survey was followed by an indepth study of the
Groups of the Salesian Family. The following day saw the presentation of the reports from
the various provinces of the existing structures and modes of the animation and action of the
Salesian Family. The participants found this sharing very fruitful as it helped them to learn
more about the various practices in the different provinces. These two days of presentations
paved the way for the discussions on the final day which were directed towards creating a
concrete plan of action for the regional, provincial and local level to create, revive rejuvenate
the Salesian family.It was a great experience of the Salesian Family Spirit and a moment of
learning more about the Salesian Family and its various possibilities. We thank the different
people who made this meeting a success especially the Salesian Province of St Joseph,
Hyderabad who hosted the meeting.
- BIS Correspondent
DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

13

DBNJ Warangal, 16
September 2016: District
Legal Service Authority
Hon. Judge Smt.G.Neelima
visited
Don
Bosco
Navajeevan Shelter Home on
16th September 2016. She
felt happy and admired the
Street/slum children, and
the process of their
rehabilitation and services by Don Bosco Navajeevan. Ms.Neelima enquired about their back
ground and planned few more activities with children and parents. The objective of the visit
was regular inspection of Child Care Institutions. She showed interest to plan slum educative
programs in collaboration with DBNJ in targeted slum area. She gave sweets for all and
spent more than hour interacting with children alone. The visit of the Hon’ble Judge was
featured in the local dailies the following day.
BIS Correspondent

Don Bosco Provincial House, 19to20 October 2016: On
19 and 20 October, the provincial house hosted 16 of our
Volunteers present at the Navajeevans of Vijayawada,
Vizag and Hyderabad. The meeting envisioned for the
Volunteers to come together for moments of animation
and evaluation. To take stock of what they have done
till now and what they could still do.
On the first day they were given input sessions by Fr Thathireddy Vijaya Bhaskar, the
provincial, Fr Yeruva Joji, the vice provincial and Fr Joseph Benny. The Volunteers also
cherished the company of each other and spent time sharing their experiences from the
various centres. They also gave an honest feed-back of the same. It was great to see these
youngsters present at the holy Eucharist each day.
They learnt more about volunteering and their roles and responsibilities at the different
centers. Fr Yeruva Joji also guided them into group sharing, where they divided themselves
into small groups, sharing and evaluating their various experiences. The volunteers gathered
were also treated to a visit of the city to the Nawabs. They cherished the free day visiting the
city and treating their taste buds to some Hyderabadi delicacies.
Another highlight of the meet was the interactive and evaluative session with Mr Johannes
and Ms Johanna, their incharges from Jugend Eine Welt who came all the way from Austria.
The duo also visited different centres studying the various possibilities for future collaboration
and volunteering.
- BIS Correspondent
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Nalgonda, 20 October 2016: If the Lord does
not build the house in vain do its builders
labor. Ps 127, 1.
It was a joyous occasion on 20 October, when
the new hostel building for boys was
inaugurated by Fr Thathireddy Vijaya
Bhaskar, our beloved Provincial.The hearts
of Fr Gopu Anand, the Rector, Fr V.
Balashowry, the Principal, as well as of the
Salesian Community and the entire student
and teacher body were filled with gratitude
to God and to the Benefactors for this
marvelous gift to Don Bosco Academy. The
Inauguration was held at 3 p.m. with the
prayer and blessing of the building to
accommodate some 500 boys.

Fr Provincial addressing the gathering
thanked Fr Gopu Anand for his wonderful
work and creative fidelity. He presented him
with a memento for all the valuable services
he has rendered through the years. He also
thanked Fr Balashowry for his dedication
and meticulous follow up in taking forward
this mission project. Later Fr Gopu Anand
expressed the joy of this success and
explained the process involved in bringing it
up. The presence of Fr Arul Das and other
dignitaries, was also one of encouragement
and support. This wonderful day added a lot
of cheer and joie de vivre to the whole Don
Bosco Academy.
- BIS Correspondent

Pilgrimage cum Picnic to Chennai
Chennai, 22to23 October 2016: The
community of Don Bosco Philosophate
Karunapuram undertook a two days tour in
Chennai as pilgrims visiting some of the
historical places and as picnic celebrities
cherishing the scenic beauty of the place on
22 nd and 23 rd of October, 2016. Visiting
pilgrimage centers re-kindled in us the
overshadowing spirit of God and the festive
picnic celebrations made the community
bonding stronger.
DB KABURLU AUGUST - OCTOBER 2016

The community of forty members boarded
the train at Kazipet on 21st October at 9:00
p.m. and reached Chennai Central on 22nd at
8:30 a.m. The Community of Eggmore
Chennai had arranged Don Bosco School Bus
for our two days tour. In fact, the entire plan
of the two days tour was prepared by Fr Cristi
sdb of Chennai province and with great
concern even offered us a tourist guide in the
person of Mr Issac who was present at the
station to welcome us and took us to St.
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Bede’s Community. The community extended
warm welcome and went out of their way to
offer us food and accommodation.
After delicious breakfast (of iddle and
chicken) we moved towards Mahabalipuram
and visited the monuments of in and around
that locality. In the afternoon we visited Shore
Temple, Crocodile Park and
then in the evening we
had memorable
moments in the
Marina Beach.
At night we
enjoyed
the
hospitality of St.
Bede’s community. On
23 rd morning most of the
brothers opened their eyes at 4:30 a.m. and
rushed to Marina Beach for jogging wherein
they enjoyed the freshness of the air and the
cool waves of the sea. We attended the Holy
Mass in St. Thomas Cathedral and being the
birthday of Br Biju, the dean of studies, we
had a short felicitation after Mass. Having
expressed our deep gratitude to St. Bede’s
community for the hospitality rendered,
immediately we consumed breakfast and
rushed to visit some of the pilgrimage centers
of St. Thomas, the apostle such as Tomb of
St. Thomas, Mount Mary, Little Mount of St
Thomas, Shrine of St. Thomas and so on. In
the afternoon we spent quality time in the

Government Museum marveling at the
archeological monuments of ancient art,
architecture, painting, botany and many
more. In the evening we revisited Marina
Beach to have a last glance of it and finally
we went to the community of Don Bosco
Eggmore wherein we were served sumptuous
dinner and at 9:00 p.m. we headed
towards the station to
catch the train. We
reached back the
community at
8:35 a.m. on 24th
of October.
Visiting new place is
always a blessing
because it refreshes our heart
and mind from the boredom of daily routine
and also it changes our outlook to people,
things and reality at large. It broadens our
mentality and vision. Thanks to the
community and the persons concerned who
arranged this two days tour for the brothers.
The brothers returned to the community with
the feelings of gratitude, satisfaction, and a
sense of appreciation for the things that their
eyes have seen and now that their minds
continue to ponder and reflect on the things
that caught their attention. Though the tour
might be only for two days but the impression
that it made will have a lasting impact on the
lives of brothers.
- BIS Correspondent

38 children prepared for mainstreaming
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DB Tech, Ongole: Mr. A.S.N. Prashanth, an
Assistant Lineman with a Diploma in E.E.E
and 10 years of experience was invited to take
a session for the trainees of Electrical course
at DB Tech Ongole. He shared about his
interest in the Electrical field that turned him
into one of the best Electricians in the region.
Apart from his regular work he also goes to
colleges and other institutions to give lectures
on related topics.
On the designated day, 05 October, 2016, Mr.
Prashanth started his lecture saying, “If the
students have the desire in the Electrical field
only can they be proven as the best in terms
of gaining the subject knowledge”. In the
process of explaining about the significance
of this particular domain he compared it with
the medical field as the students of medicine
soon after finishing the theory would
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immediately get into the practical sessions
in the same way this Electrical domain also
needs the practical sessions to gain thorough
hold on the subject.
Speaking about job opportunities in this
industry, he proved that there is a demand
for the electricians in the market with suitable
examples. Major concepts explained in the
class were winding, rewinding, basic wiring,
2 BHK wiring, types of transformers etc.
In a first, he assigned the trainees with a
task - to watch a couple of important modules
on electricity. It was a good experience for
the students –they were motivated by his
placid and soothing words. The trainees made
up their minds and felt confident in the work
they are doing. They agreed Electrical as the
best domain ever.
- BIS Correspondent
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World Student's Day @ DBNJ Vizag
DBNJ, Vizag, October: One of the few persons
who inspired the students and the nation at
large in different walks of life is none other
than Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. He became a role
model and stood always as an extraordinary
individual whose incredible life serves as the

brilliant inspiration to many. Dr. APJ Kalam
was surely one such grand human being
whose achievements, humility, sincerity, hard
work, positivity and never-give-up outlook had
and would always impart a great moral fillip
for all, at every stage of life. In the year 2010,
the United Nations decided to honor this
‘great scientist’ on his birth anniversary and
declared his birthday on October 15 as ‘World
Students’ Day’. Even Dr. Kalam always
expressed his wish to be remembered as a
teacher by the people.
Remembering Dr. Kalam, Don Bosco
Navajeevan Bala Bhavan, celebrated the
Students’ day in Beach Blossom School
premises. Highlighting the role of Dr. Kalam
in the lives of students, Fr. George sdb
addressed the students, instilling in them the
desire to fly high into the new skies. When
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students were asked about their dream of
life, many little voices popped up, to be a
Doctor, Engineer, Fisherman, next Bill Gates,
fly to mars and the list was too big to roll it
up. Fr.George encouraged the students to
achieve ones dreams by quoting T.E
Lawrence, “All dream, but not equally. Those
who dream by night in the dusty recesses of
their minds, wake in the day to find that it
was a vanity: but the dreamers of the day
are dangerous persons, for they may act on
their dreams with open eyes, to make them
possible.” Fr. George concluded his words
urging the students to face the black board
to make their faces bright, and not the
Facebook, to bury their faces behind a screen.

It was an occasion for students to deliberate
on issues that concern students and the
country, share new ideas and to suggest new
ways of moving forward. Students were
provided with a platform to voice their
concerns and expectations for more effective
initiatives in education. The event came to a
conclusion with delicious snacks.
- BIS Correspondent
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Karunapuram, 6 November 2016: The visit
of a prominent figure invariable brings
manifold blessings and sets a new vision to
life. The Community of Don Bosco
Philosophate, Karunapuram cherished the
quick and valuable visit of Rev. Fr Guillermo
Basanes, the General Councilor for Missions
on 6th November, 2016.
The Mission Superior after having attended
the spiritual retreat preached by Rev. Fr
Pascual Chavez, the Rector Major Emeritus
at the Provincial House, Hyderabad, made a
point to visit the budding philosophers at
Karunapuram before flying to Vietnam. At 9
a.m. he was given a traditional welcome.
After the breakfast he made a visit to the
cemetery to pay his homage to the
missionaries and then at 10 a.m. he gave a
conference to the community. During his talk
he highlight the importance of the two wings
of Salesian vocation. He said that a Salesian
community without a Salesian brother (coadjutor) is a half Salesian Community. It’s
like a man having single hand, crippled and
deformed. He used a harsh word to
emphasize the importance of the presences
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of a Salesian brother in the community. He
said that a community that consists only of
priests and clerics has a mutilated Don Bosco.
He stressed that there should not be made
any distinction between clerics and brothers.
Towards the end of conference he answered
the questions that were raised for further
information and clarification. At 11:30 a.m.
he celebrated the solemn Sunday mass for
the community. During the sermon he
highlighted the importance of missionary
vocation and encouraged the brothers and
community to foster missionary vocations.
After lunch at 2 p.m. he journeyed back to
Provincial House, Hyderabad. His sudden
visit was indeed a graceful moment for the
community. The community was delighted to
have such a charming personality who has
the knack of building friendship and
communion. His words re-energized the spirit
of Salesian life in us and also gave us a fresh
vision to Salesian charism. We are indebted
for his short but meaningful visit. A big word
of thanks to Fr Joji, the vice-provincial of the
province of Hyderabad for accompanying him
to our community.
- BIS Correspondent
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Wake up the World (Retreat by Rev. Fr Pascual Chavez

Don Bosco Provincial House, 31 November
2016: Wake up the world and enlighten the
future was the clarion call given by Rev. Fr
Pascual Chavez as he preached the retreat
for the Salesians of the provinces of Mumbai,
Panjim and Hyderabad from 31 October to 5
Novemeber. There were 63
Salesians making this retreat
hosted at Don Bosco
Provincial House, Hyderabad.
Fr Pascual Chavez stressed
on the Salesian Life and Mission
in the light of Pope Francis’ Project
of the Church, in the extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy. These days were extra blessed
because of the presence of Fr Guillermo
Basanes, the General Councillor for missions,
Fr Alfred Maravilla and Fr Martin Lasarte,
close collaborators of Fr Basanes, Fr Felix
Fernandez, Provincial of the Panjim Province
who had chosen our Province to make their
annual retreat. The presence of the all these
Salesians in our Provincial House, had given
us a true experience of the universality of
the Salesian Mission and the fruitfulness of

the Salesian Spirituality. It was a joy to see
companions meeting one an other after as
many as 25 years or more. It was a wonderful
experience of Salesians praying and
worshipping the Lord together, reminding us
of the Psalmist who says, How beautiful it
is for brothers to live together
in unity Ps 133,1. The
confreres also found time
to meet their companions
and interact with them.
We thank Fr Chavez for his
exemplary presence and
powerful talks. A heartfelt gratitude to the
other confreres also for the prayerful and
interactive atmosphere that they created
during the days of retreat.
The retreat concluded with a solemn holy
Eucharist at the Don Bosco Shrine,
Bandlaguda. The confreres expressed their
joy and gratitude for the wonderful
organization and the care taken by the Don
Bosco Provincial House Community. The
Salesian Family Spirit and its famed
hospitality are still alive.- BIS Correspondent

MACS Coordinators' Review @ Guntur
Guntur, 8 October, 2016: The periodic review of
Coordinators of all the MACS was held at BIRD Guntur
on 08 October, 2016. The meeting was convened by
Director Fr.P Arul Das and animated by the coordinators
Mr.S Chandrasekhar and Mr.G Ratna Raju.
The discussions brought to light some of the issues like
members seeking loans against security, etc. The
director took up concerns related to functioning of the
MACS like reporting and documentation, infrastructural
issues etc. It was emphasized that all norms must be
strictly followed. The clear distinction between a Microfinance company and MACS was made as also between
DWCRA and MACS loans.
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